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the Sui and Tang dynasties. Inthe Song, Jin and Yuan dynasties, adjustments were made, and by the
early yearsof the Hongwu period of the Ming dynasty the system of banishment had been all but abol-
ished. Acoording to The Laws of the Ming banishment should be implemented leniently or the period
of punishment be reduced. Banishment was replaced by imprisonment or paying afine, but in fact
prisoners were moved to north of the Great Wall asordinary citizens.

Key Words: Ming dynasty/ banishment/ exile.

An Analysis of Marriage during the Mid Qing Dynasty Wang Yuesheng (44)

This article is based on cases recorded in dossersin the Firg Historica Archive on marriage and
the family during the reign of the Qianlong Emperor. In thisprdiminary anadyssof marriage practices
in the mid-late 18th century , the author examines the age at first marriage, divorce and remarriage.
The author concludes that early marriage waspopular with femaes; maes married both early and late;
every attempt was made to avoid divorce, but once divorce became inevitable , wives were sent home or
2ld by their husband; remarriage was popular with femaes, epecialy young and middie-aged wid-
ows, but a certain percentage of widows preferred not to marry again.

Key words: marriage practiced age at first marriage/ divorce/ widow/ remarriage

The Wages of Laborersin Rural Areas South of the Yangtze River in Modern China and Its Impact
—Also on the Relationship Between Small Peasantsand the Decline of Agricultural Enterprises
Hu Cheng (56)
In modern China, wagesfor laborersin the countrysde outh of the Yangtze River rose continua-
ly. Although wages seemed high to employers, when actua purchad ng power and the rate of inflation
were taken into account wages were still relatively low , leading to a shortage of hired laborers. Most
agricultura enterprises suffered losses, and as a result small peasants who had employed laborers re-
duced their investment in agriculture, including the number of laborers employed. The reason agricul-
tura enterprisesfailed to develop was not because they employed cheaper family members, but because
they could not continue to exist by relying on agriculture aone and resources had to be redistributed.
Key Word: rura area outh of the Yangtze River/ wages for laborerd agricultura enterprises
families of small peasants

A Second Comment on Kang Youwei and the Confucian Classics in Modern <cript
Tang Zhijun (72)

The idea that society would evolve in a better form was an important element in Kang Youwei's
theory of congtitutional reform during the Reform Movement of 1898. The theory of a great harmo-
nious ociety conceived by Kang Youwe wasformed before the introduction of Western Darwinism it
to China, and prior to the publication of Evolution and Ethics trandated by Yan Fu. Kang s concept
of scia evolution was therefore not derived from the Western theory of evolution, but from the Conr
fucian classcsin modern script. After the Reform Movement of 1898 the Western theory of evolution
had ome influence on Kang, as reflected in his A Book of Great Harmony.

Key Words: Kang Youwei/ Confucian classcsin modern script/ Yan Fu/ theory of evolution

From Persuasion to Punishment : A Briegf Account of the Anti Foot Binding Movement in the Qing
Dynasty Yang Xingme (80)

In earlier sudieson the anti foot binding movement in the Qing dynasty it is usualy treated as a
civilian movement , and the efforts made by the government are ignored. From the history of the
movement , we can see that both civilian and government efforts were important , and neither was neg-
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