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OBSERVATIONS ON MORPHOLOGY AND PATHOGENICITY OF
DEMODEX CAPRAE

Liu Sulan, Xu Yehua, Xie Hexiu, Xu Yingi
( Department of Parasitology, Shanghai Medical University )
Abstract

Demodex caprae is parasitic on goats,which causes scab.It is one of
the most common skin disease of goats. Notable economic losses due to
infestation of this mite have been reported from several African nations,
as well as in China.

The present paper studies the morphology of life history stages and
pathogenicity to host of this mite, ’
Morphology,

Ovum elongate-oval, 84.5 puX 48,4 p. Larva 56, 31 in length, bo-
undary of gnathosoma and podosoma marked, but it 1s indistinct be-
tween’podosoma and opisthosoma.Protonymph 160. 1, opisthosoma flat-
tened, other structures similar to larva. Nymph 375, 4 p long, opistho-
soma gradually. tapering to a point, Transverse striations on the surface
of body apparent.Female 243.8u long, gnathosoma long and protruding,
hypostome apparent,Striations on dorsal surface of podosoma chrysanth~
emum like, Vulva a simple longitudinal slit, Male 232, 5 long, aedoe-
agus 36. 1 long, other structures similar to female, P
Pathogenicity, ; '

Infestations of the mites usually are confined to derma of neck,
back and inner and lateral limbs of host body.In the infested sites there
appears a large number of rough circular or ellipsoidal nodules, mea-
suring from 0. 1cm to 1.8 cm in diameter. A nodule of 0.6 cm in dia-
meter includes a lot of lipid substance and a large population of over
25549 mites. In heavy infestation the nodules are conjuncted with each
other. Section of skin shows that derma and collagenous fibers, elastic
fibers, reticulated connective tissue of subcutaneous layer are destroyed
by the enormous number of mites,



