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The status of the resource potential and petroleum
exploration of The South China Sea

CHEN Jie, WEN Ning, LI Xue-jie

(Guangzhou Marine Geological Survey ,Guangzhou 510760 ,China)

Abstract Due to its abundant oil and gas resource potential, the South China Sea is known as the "Second Persian
Gulf". The strategic position of South China Sea is very important because of its diverse landforms, complicated ter-
rain and the very special location, which is the only way connecting the countries in East Asia and Southeast Asia.
Struggle the resources results in the peripheral various countries to devote themselves on the development of sea econ-
omy and the technology. From 1981 to 2002, Vietnam has mined 100 million tons oil petroleum, 1. 5 billion cubic me-
tres natural gases from in the Nansha sea area oil field, making a profit of 25 billion dollars. The South China Sea pe-
troleum has become the first big pillar Indus . The nearly half century China South China Sea oil gas prospecting work
obtains the huge achievement: discovering 26 Cenozoic era basins. yielding basic petroleum geology result and laying
the foundation for South China Sea’s exploration development. The South China Sea has the huge exploration space
and the technological development space. Each time technology advancement can bring the South China Sea oil and gas
exploration the qualitative leap.

Keywords The South China Sea, oil and gas resource, perimeter state of The South China Sea, exploration the status
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Fig. 1 Location map of the South China Sea
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Fig. 2 The Zhu jiangkou -Palawan Cross structure section map of the South China Sea
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Fig. 3 Plate Tectonics Location map of the South China Sea
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Fig. 6 Kainozoic era basin distribute map of the South China Sea
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