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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF YANGTZE VOLE
(MICROTUS FORTIS CALAMORUMYIN DONGTING LAKE AREA

WU Zhengjun

1 Changsha Institate of dgrtewliural Modornzation Chinee doaders) ot Sewences Changsfe 410125)

ABSTRACT Laboratery observations on the growth and development of Yangtze vole juvemles were
carried out from Octaober. 1993 to May. 1995, Ear erection acurred when the pups were 3 days old, sex
can be distinguished ar the age of 4 days. Hair cover was fully grown at the age of 8 days. Eyes opened
at about 8 (o 10 days old. All teeth emerged al ahout 10 days old. Juveniles can live independently at
15 1o 20 days old. The pups born in winter matured with in about 1wo months after birth and those
born in spring matured with in about 50 days after birth Body weight data can be fit with the logistic
curve. According to the growing characteristics. we divided the life cycle of Yangirze vole into four
slages: infancy stage. from borning day o 10 days old, juvenile stage, from 11 Lo 20 days old; subadult
stage; fram 21 (o 50 (or 60)days old. and adult stage. over 31 {or 61)days old.
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