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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE TREATMENT OF CALF
DIARRHEA AND DEHYDRATION WITH ORAL
REHYDRATION SOLUTION ( ORS)

Song Guanglin
( Beijing Pediatric Research Institute )
Wang Qinglan
( Beijing Agricultural University )
Duan Tingyue, Qin Zheng, Meng Jiamin
(Tang jia ling Dairy Farm, China=Japan Friendship
Peoples Commune, Beijing)
Summary
Calf epidemic diarrhea (CED) is a commonly encountered calf di-
sease with higher mortality, the main cause of death is dehydration and
acidosis. Therefﬁre, prevention and treatment of dehydration are the key
in lowering the mortality of CED. This paper reports ORS treatment of
calf dehydration caused by acute viral diarrhea. The ORS preparation
contains Na* 90 mEq/L, K* 20 mEq/L, HCO,™ 30 mEq/L, CI” 80 mEq/
L and glucose 111 mM/L, It was given in dbs“cs of 50~80 ml/kg. body
weight/day for mild dehydration, 80~100 ml for moderate and 100~130
ml for severe dehydration, The total amount of ORS of one day was gi—
ven within 4 ~ 8 hours. When the dehydration was corrected, the fur—
ther lose of body fluid was complemented also with ORS, Close obser—
vation on 25 calves ( among which 9 had severe, 8 had moderate,and 8
had mild dehydration ) indicated that the dehydration of 24 calves was

corrected within 2~17~é— hours ( average 6.4 hours), and the rate of

effectivity was 96.0%. ORS therapy was ineffective in Only one calf,

and it’s dehydration was corrected by intravenous fluid replacement,



