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A PATHOLOGICAL STUDY OF 19 CASES
OF DUCK MALIGNANT MESOTHELIOMA

K.H, Chu, S.Y. Lin, Y.S. Chou, E.S. Zin,
( Department of Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Medicine of Kaungsu
Agricultural College )

ABSTRACT

The mesothelioma is a rather rare tumor among the domestic ani-
nals and poultry., There are no reports in the literature of mesotheli-
oma in ducks, The authors reported a high incidence of malignant me-
sothelioma in a group of 50 experimental ducks, that fed a diet conta-
ining mouldy corn (contaminated with aflatoxins) for a period of 13
months, 19 cases of malignant mesothelioma, including 9 cases coexist
with primary hepatocarcinoma, was induced. A preliminary studies on
the histological classification and etiology of these tumors was discus-
sed.

Macroscopically, 15 cases had multiple tumors and diffuse spread
over the serous surfaces of the pleura and peritoneum. In 4 cases where
one or two solitary nodules localized on the inner surface of the ster-
num,

Histologically, according to the cell components and tissue arran-
gement, present study suggests the duck malignant mesothelioma may
be classified into four types, epithelial ( subdivided into papillary, co-
rdlike, tubular and cystadenocarcinomatous ), fibrous ( fibrosarcomato-
us ), mixed and pleomorphic cell type, The histological pattern of each

type of tumors was described,
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