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ABSTRACT  The effects of hydrogen on shear bands and cracking in bulk amorphous alloy
ZrgsAl7 sNijgCuy7.5 have been studied through in situ tensile single—edge notched samples and three—
point bending smooth samples in SEM. The results show that for either hydrogen—free or hydrogenated
samples, shear crack will initiate and propagate along shear bands when shear bands grow to a critical
condition, and open finally, resulting in rapid fracture of samples. The characterless zone on the frac-
ture surface is the shear band instead of fracture surface of shear crack. There is no essential difference
between the morphologies of tensile fracture and shear surface. Hydrogen blistering will form after
charging for a long time, and if the blistering is very small or unformed, there is no evident effect for
forming of shear bands and initiating of crack. If the hydrogen blistering is large enough, the shear
crack will initiate at early growing stage of shear band, resulting in brittle fracture under low stress.
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Fig.1 High (a,b) and low (c,d) magnified micrographs of
uncharged ZrgsAl7 sNijgCuy7.5 bulk amorphous
alloy
(a) shear cracks a, b, and c initiated along the
main shear band AH
(b) characterless zone ABGHcba on the frac-
ture surface corresponding to the shear band
ABGHcba in Fig.la
(c) two characterless zones ABClcba and PRQ
(d) matching fractograph of Fig.lc



7 BT - AU R IR & A @R AT R SR 691

oL, BIFERE—T 0 B BUICRR AR, WUAE 55 —=87 1T A 4
[ EAEAE. Sk (9] AR 252
WFE% 168 h )5, IRFEH A B R 50x107°,

B 2 HIRH (i= 10 mA/cm?, 168 h) 55 & DI
T /NS00 R A FETLEL T O A TE 3

Fig.2 Fractographs of the sample precharged at i= 10
mA/cm? for 168 h
(a) cracks a and b initiated along main shear band
(b) small hydrogen blisterings A, B and C
(c¢) low magnified image, ABCD is characterless

zone
(d) matching fracturograph of Fig.2c, EFGH is

characterless zone
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Fig.3 Fractographs of the charged sample, crack initi-

ated along the shear bands at early stage of de-

formation, resulting in brittle fracture under lower

stress

(a) charging at 10 mA/cm? for 720 h, hydrogem
blisterings A and B

(b) charging at 60 mA/cm? for 40 h, larger blis-
tering

(c) charging at 10 mA/cm? for 720 h, shear band
a formed

(d) charging at 60 mA/cm? for 40 h, shear band

a, b and ¢ formed
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Table 1 Critical stress intensity factors for forming shear
band, Kjni, and for fracture, K¢, as well as the
maximum width of shear band under different

charging conditions

Current Time Kinit Kc Width
mA /cm? h MPam!'/?  MPa-m'/2 pm
Q 0 24 78 60
10 40 25 88 44
10 168 48 108 60
10 720 25 35
10 720 - 46
60 40 37 67
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Fig.4 Initiating and propagating of cracks along the
shear bands in the tensile and compressive zone
respectively for three—point bending samples
(a) hydrogen—free sample, loaded at earth stage

(b) hydrogen—free, loaded at late stage, a, b and ¢
are cracks

(c) sample charged at 10 mA/cm? for 168 h,
loaded at earth stage

{(d) charged at 10 mA/cm? for 168 h, loaded at
late stage
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