英国文学教案11

Lecture11 Charles Dickens (1812-1870)

(He is the greatest representative of English critical realism and he was called “the expression of the conscience of his age”.)

1. Critical Realism

(1) Time: the middle of the 19th century

(2) Representatives: Charles Dickens and William Thackeray etc.

(3) Background: Industrial Revolution (1760 – 1840) (employment of machines; extremely wealthy and extremely poor; unemployment); Chartist movement (1838 – 1848) (宪章运动; workers’ unions to require for political rights; The People’s Charter; several petitions to Parliament but failed; great influence to the society)

(4) Features
·introduction of a new set of characters from the working class
·strong hatred for vices existing in the society
·an illusion of bringing about social justice and harmony by reforms
·an interest in the theme of woman emancipation (mainly Charlotte Bronte)
* (1819 – 1901) Queen Victoria, thus called Victorian Age

2. Life of Charles Dickens

(1) He was born in a middle class family. His father was a clerk, but an extravagant spender and was thrown into prison because of debts.

(2) He once was a child labor and worked in a shoe-blacking factory.

(3) After his father was released, he was send to school again.

(4) When he was 15, he worked as a lawyer’s clerk.

(5) When he was 19, he became a reporter.

(6) When he was 21 he published first essay. Then he gradually became a successful writer. After his death he was buried at the poets’ corner.

3. Major Works

The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club;（匹克威克外传）Oliver Twist;（雾都孤儿） Dombey and Son;（董贝父子）David Copperfield;（大卫科波菲尔）Hard Times; （艰难时事）A Tale of Two Cities;（双城记）Great Expectations（远大前程）
4. David Copperfield

(1) Background: autobiographical; “Of all my novels, I like this best.” by Dickens

(2) Plot (P118 to P119) (rather complicated than previous novels)

David Copperfield – a posthumous child

David’s mother – a gentle and weak woman; death because of depression

Mr. Murdstone – David’s step father, a rich merchant but cruel man

Steerforth and Traddles – David’s friends in school

Mr. Micawber – David’s landlord in London when he worked as a child labor

Betsey Trotwood – David’s great aunt

Mr. Wickfield – Miss Trotwood’s lawyer

Agnes Wickfield – Mr. Wickfield’s daughter; David’s second wife

Mr. Spenlow – a lawyer; David once worked for him

Dora – Mr. Spenlow’s daughter; David’s first wife

Clara Peggotty – David’s nurse

Ham – nephew of Mr. Peggotty

Emily – an orphan girl raised by the Peggotty

Uriah Heep – control Mr. Wickfield’s business by tricks; punished by David

(3) The Excerpt (David as a child labor in London)

Where did David work?

What’s David’s working place like?

What’s David’s task?

Who are his companies? What’s his feeling about them?

Find the appearance of Mr. Micawber.

Any characteristics of Mr. Micawber’s speech?

How does Mr. Micawber deal with debts?

What’s Mr. Micawber’s advice to David? Does he practice himself?

At last, Mr. Micawber would be set free. Guess if his ideas would change.

Character of Mr. Micawber: kind, poor, vain, unpractical 

5. Features of Charles Dickens’ novels

(1) A tendency to depict the grotesque characters (His characters always have peculiar habits, manners or behaviors) (such as Micawber)

(2) Believing in social reforms to change the world, thus sometimes created unnatural happy ending for his novels

(3) Delicate structure and plot (well-designed and attractive)

(4) Good at depicting pathetic scenes to arouse sympathy

(5) Good at using rhetorical devices to make his language vivid and humorous

6. Recommended Readings

Anyone of Dickens’ novels

7. Homework

Review the next chapter.

