英国文学教案 8

Lecture 8 William Wordsworth and John Keats

1. Age of Romanticism

(1) Time: 1798 (publication of Lyrical Ballads by Wordsworth and Coleridge) to 1832 (death of Sir Walter Scott)

(2) Essence: shift from reason to emotion

(3) Historical Background

French Revolution (1789 Bastille) and American Independence War (1776 win): revolution enthusiasm swept nearly all European countries.

Industrial Revolution (end of the 18th century)”: great wealth to the rich and worsen the working and living condition of the poor

(4) Features

A. Subjectivism (“Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings”): poetry expresses poets’ minds.

B. Spontaneity: opposing rules and regulations, free choice of form

C. Enlarging the subject matter: countryside life; supernatural; natural beauty etc.

D. Simplicity of language

E. For English literature, it was an Age of Poetry. (lots of famous poets)

2. William Wordsworth (1770 – 1850)

(1) Life (P79 Paragraph 1 – 4)

A. born in a lawyer’s family but lost both of his parents when he was young

B. was educated in a school in the beautiful lake district thus developed an interest in nature

C. graduated from Cambridge and a supporter of French Revolution

D. gradually grew conservative and became Poet Laureate

*lake poets: three poets including William Wordsworth, Samuel Coleridge and Robert Southey; they lived in the Lake District in the northwestern part of England. They were friends and traversed the same path in politics and in poetry.

(2) Poems

A. Collection: Lyrical Ballads (1798) (cooperated with Coleridge) (in the Preface proposed some different views on poetry) (mark the beginning of romanticism) 

B. Two categories according to theme

He is mainly famous for his poems on nature, such as “I wandered lonely as a cloud”.

He also wrote lots of poems on common people’s life, such as “The solitary reaper”, “She dwelt among the untrodden way”, “We are seven” etc.

(3) Sample: Composed upon Westminster Bridge (P82)

A. (Discussion) Q1: form and rhyme scheme of the poem?

Q2: Tell the name of the city and the river described in the poem?

Q3: What is the theme of the poem?

Q4: Did the beautiful scenery of the city influence the author?

B. (Answer) Q1: sonnet; abba abba cdcdcd (note 1 on P83)

Q2: London; Thames

Q3: praising the beauty of the scenery of London in morning

Q4: It made the author felt a deep calm. (This can be found from the poem)

C. Explain the poem sentence by sentence.

*西敏寺桥上
人间没有比这更美好的景象，
它是那样庄严，又那样辉煌
谁能经过它身边而无动于衷
这城市此刻批着美丽的晨光
像穿着睡衣；坦露而又安详，
那些船舶，楼阁，剧院，教堂，
直伸向田野，又深入高空
一切在明朗的空中熠熠闪光
璀璨的朝阳从未这样美丽地
照耀过大地上的峡谷和山冈
我从未看到或感到这般沉静
河水正在欢快的自由流淌
亲爱的主啊！万物似在安睡
那伟大的心灵也停止了跳荡
D. (Discussion) Question 2 on P83

  (Answer) different social position of the poet; different aspect to observe London

(4) Recommended Reading

“I wandered lonely as a cloud”, “The solitary reaper” or other poems written by Wordsworth.

3. John Keats (1795 – 1821)

(He was a genius in poem creation but lived a short and tragic life.)

(1) Life

A. He was born in a poor family. And when he was very young, both his parents died.

B. He had been an apprentice to a surgeon and then assistant in hospital.

C. He loved to read poems. After two collections of poems’ publication, Keats gave up his career in hospital.

D. Because of Keats’ friendship with those radical writers such as Hazlitt, Hunt and Shelley, his works were severely attacked by conservative critics.

E. All his life time, Keats lived in poverty. And because he took care of his brother who got consumption, he himself was stricken by same kind of disease, which cannot be cured at that time. And because of the disease, Keats cannot marry the girl he loved deeply. All the misery made a shadow in Keats’ poetry.

F. In 1821, when Keats died in Rome because of consumption, he was only 26 years old.

(2) Poems

(Keats wrote some nice long poems, but he was mainly famous for his short poems.)

① Sonnets

Keats’ famous sonnets include “When I have fear”, “Bright Star”, “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer” and “On the Grasshopper and Cricket” and so on.

② Odes

* Odes: A lyric poem of some length, usually of a serious or meditative nature and having an elevated style and formal stanza structure. 颂诗
His famous odes include “Ode to Autumn”, “Ode to a Nightingale” and “Ode on a Grecian Urn” and so on.

(3) Sample: On the Grasshopper and Cricket (P112)

A. (Discussion) Q: Form and rhyme scheme of the poem?

B. (Answer) sonnet (Petrarchan sonnet) ;abba abba cde cde

C. Background: 在Keats的朋友Leigh Hunt家中，常有出题赛诗的事情。某日Hunt提议以“壁炉边欢乐的小蝈蝈”为题做十四行诗一首，接着和Keats一起开始即席赋诗，写好后Hunt评济慈的诗“一起头便不凡。”看到最后称赞“绝妙！”本世纪初美国女诗人Amy Lowell在她的《济慈传》中曾称赞此诗清新可喜。
“The opening is an excellent picture, vivid and suggestive; one can see it, feel it, and smell it.”

D. Explain the poem sentence by sentence.

*蝈蝈和蟋蟀　
大地的诗啊永远不会死：
当骄阳炎炎使百鸟昏晕，．
躲进了树荫，却有个声音
在草地边、树篙间飘荡不止；
那是蝈蝈在领喝，在奢华的夏日
它的欢乐永远消耗不尽，
因为如果它唱得疲倦过分，
就在草叶下享受片刻的闲适。
大地的诗啊永远不会停：
在寂寞的冬夜里，当霜雪
织出一片静寂，炉边的蟋蟀
尖声吟唱，歌声随着温度上升，
使人在睡意朦胧中恍惚听得，
绿草如茵的山坡上蝈蝈的歌曲。
E. (Discussion) What is the theme of the poem?
Ask readers to appreciate the natural beauty from the trivial things; persons at the lowest level can also contribute to human world, thus they should be treated equally.

F. Notice: The one artistic aim in Keats’ poetry was always to create a beautiful world of imagination as opposed to the sordid reality of his day. His famous saying “Beauty is truth, truth beauty” shows his constant pursuit of immortal beauty.

Difference between Keats and the other two, Byron and Shelley: Keats didn’t show so much about political passion as Byron and Shelley did. Keats’ pursuit of romantic beauty and liberty was restricted to the sphere of the art. 

(4) Recommended Reading

Ode to a Nightingale, To Autumn, On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer etc.

4. Homework

Preview chapter 10 (She Walks in Beauty) and chapter 11 (Ode to the West Wind).
