英国文学教案 7

Lecture 7 Robert Burns and William Blake

(Today we will meet two interesting poets. They lived in the later part of the 18th century and each has some special characteristics which make them have a peculiar position in the English literary history.)

1. Robert Burns (1759 – 1796) (罗伯特彭斯) (He was called the national poet of Scotland. But he mainly lived a hard life and died when he was only 37 years old.)

(*Scotland: 1707 为英格兰吞并，1745发生过大规模反英起义，曾经是一个独立的国家，有自己独特的民族传统，著名电影Brave Heart)

(1) Life (Paragraph 1 on P69)

A. He was born in a poor peasant family and only received two and a half years of regular schooling.

B. He has been a poor peasant for nearly half of his life.

C. He had an intimate knowledge of Scottish folk songs and ballads.

D. He decided to go to Jamaica to make a living. He published his poem collection for passage money. The collection called Poems Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect became popular soon so Burns cancelled his plan.

E. He has been a lower rank official in the rest of his life. And he collected and published lots of Scottish folk songs and ballads but refused any payment.

F. He died when he was 37. All his life he lived in poverty and illness.

(2) Poems

(His poems can be divided into several groups according to their themes.)

A. On love and friendship

“A Red, Red Rose”, “Auld Lang Syne”（友谊地久天长）etc.

B. On patriotism

“Scots Wha Hae” etc.

(3) Sample: “A Red, Red Rose”

A. Background: wrote in 1794 and published in 1796, based on a Scottish folk song, a famous English love poem

B. (Discussion) Q1: Rhyme scheme of the poem?

  Q2: Who is speaking in the poem?

  Q3: To whom is the poem addressed?

  Q4: What is the theme of the poem?

C. (Answers) Q1: “ballad meter”: in each stanza the odd-numbered lines are iambic tetrameters while the even-numbered lines are iambic trimesters and the rhyme scheme is abcb

Q2: first-person “I”, a person in love with a girl

Q3: the lover, girlfriend of the poet

Q4: showing the deep love to the lover

D. Explain several difficult points of the poem

A Red Red Rose

O, my luve is like a red, red rose, (luve即标准英文中的love,这里是苏格兰方言)

That’s newly sprung in June,（sprung是spring的过去式，发芽的意思）
O, my luve is like the melodie,（melodie: sweet music）
That’s sweetly play’d in tune.（in tune: harmoniously）
As fair art thou, my bonie lass,（fair美丽；art thou: are you；bonie lass: pretty girl）
So deep in luve am I,

And I will luve thee still, my dear,（still: always, forever）
Till a’the seas gang dry. (until all seas become dry; a’: all; gang: go)

Till a’the seas gang dry, my dear,

And the rocks melt wi’ the sun!

And I will luve thee still, my dear,

While the sands o’life shall run. (as long as I live; sand指古代计算时间用的沙漏)

And fare thee weel, my only luve, (fare you weel也就是farewell or good-bye to you)

And fare thee weel, a while!

And I will come again, my luve,

Tho’ it were ten thousand mile! (tho’: though)

一朵红红的玫瑰（王佐良译）
啊！我的爱人像朵红红的玫瑰，
六月里迎风初开；
啊！我的爱人像支甜甜的曲子，
奏的合拍又和谐。
我的好姑娘，多么美丽的人儿！
请看我，多么深挚的爱情！
亲爱的，我永远爱你，
纵使大海干涸水流尽。
纵使大海干涸水流尽，
太阳将岩石烧作灰尘，
亲爱的，我永远爱你，
只要我一息犹存。
珍重吧，我惟一的爱人，
珍重吧，让我们暂时离别，
但我定要回来！
哪怕千里万里！
E. (Discussion) Features: using of Scottish dialect; form of folk song and ballad (rhyme scheme and repetition); musical quality; plain but passionate language

(4) Recommended Reading

“Auld Lang Syne”; “John Anderson, my jo” or some other poems written by Burns

2. William Blake (1757 – 1827)

(1) Life (Paragraph 1 and 2 on P73)
A. born in a poor family in London; received a little formal education on drawing

B. first an apprentice of an engraver and later an engraver himself nearly all his life

C. a pious Christian and died in obscurity and poverty

(2) Works

A. Songs of Innocence (1789): pictures of merry nature and innocent children; everything in harmony; only some minor vices

B. Songs of Experience (1794): contrast; pictures of neediness and distress and showed the sufferings of the poor; showing the change of the author’s world view and also showing the change of the social background

(3) Sample: London (P75)

A. (Discussion) Q1: Do you think this poem is taken from Song of Innocence or Song of Experience?

Q2: Did the author love the London described in the poem?

Q3: What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?

Q4: What is the theme of the poem?

B. (Answer) Q1: Song of Experience

Q2: No. (He once loved London very much and wrote such lines “golden London and her silver Thames” but London gradually degenerated in the poet’s heart)

Q3: abab; iambic tetrameter

Q4: criticizing the dark sides of English society and showing the sufferings of common people (The poem has been called “mightiest brief poem” because it employs only several images to describe some deep-rooted social vices vividly.)

C. Explain the poem sentence by sentence.

* Chinese version

伦敦（王佐良译）
我走过每条独占的街道，
徘徊在独占的泰晤士河边，
我看见每个过往的行人
有一张衰弱，痛苦的脸
每个人的每声呼喊
每个婴孩害怕的号叫
每句话，每条禁令
都响着心灵铸成的镣铐
多少扫烟囱孩子的喊叫
震惊了每座熏黑的教堂
不幸士兵的长叹
像鲜血留下了宫墙
最怕是深夜的街头
又听年轻妓女的诅咒
它骇住了初生儿的眼泪
又带来瘟疫，使婚车变成灵柩
D. Features: vivid images to make the poem picturesque; short, clear and concise; simple and fresh words; mysterious atmosphere and difficult symbolism in some poems

E. Conclusion: a precursor of Romanticism (pay more attention on inspiration and emotion rather than reason and neat form of the poem)

(4) Recommended Reading

The Chimney Sweeper; The Tyger; Holy Thursday etc.

3. Homework

Preview Chapter 8 (Composed upon Westminster Bridge) and Chapter 12 (On the Grasshopper and Cricket). 

