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Expression of the Capsid Protein of Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease Virus

in Insect Cells and Its Protective Efficacy to Rabbits
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Abstract: The objective of this study is to develop genetic engineering vaccine to rabbit haemor-
rhagic disease. RT-PCR was used to amplify the capsid protein VP60 gene of rabbit haemorrhagic
disease virus (RHDV). After being cloned and transformed, the recombinant shuttle vector,
Bacmid-VP60, was constructed and transfected into Sf9 insect cells, then a recombinant baculov-
irus, named rAcV-Bac-VP60 was obtained. The identification by IFA, SDS-PAGE., Western
blotting, HA and HI showed that the recombinant protein of VP60 was expressed in Sf9 insect
cells. The expressed protein was applied to immunize three-month-old rabbits that without immu-
nizing with RHD vaccine. The results showed that the anti-RHDV antibodies were induced and
developed after 21 days of immunization, the anti-RHDV titers in serum ranged from 2° to 27.
When challenged with 2 ' HA units of infectious RHDV, the control rabbits died, while the im-
munized animals survived. The results indicated that the recombinant proteins expressed by re-
combinant baculovirus could be ideal candidate for RHDV vaccines.
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Gt IILAE » SCPR SR dE - 2 H A i I AE A 7 (Rab-
bit haemorrhagic disease virus, RHDV) 5] i) —#f
DL | B A% e 1 | O T AR BE T Oh e IR 1Y S A% e
Ao U E R T 48~T72 h FETC, R IHH LU A 1
IR BE A0 il H 1 hy TR R AE (1 42U AR 4 A i R
Tl R T E R G FMAR" . HRiiZm i £ %
Ty i it 2 8 P 2 2 0 92 i A g L SR P T AR
PE T 1) A S G R R AR AN R 5 25 5 T I AR R R
VAR Z2 BRI PR O i R R T A0 A R iR AR

VTAESK I BF S92 0 RHDV Jg ARG 5, & A
—ZRHBIEBE RNAL i 7 437 ME R4 . 5 —
FBEAIARAR % 7 A W] RHDV HA 2 A4S FF il ) 52 HE
(ORF)™, ORFI {1 3" %t 3 43 J¥ 81l 4 i RHDV &K 3¢
HE VP60, B 7 BEK BE S 1 740 bp, 3 4 i
580 MR JEWL . VP60 & RHDV %A 45 #) % 1,
55 YU TR B S RN EAR AR G . AR WS AE
B duanfgh iizh &3k 7 RHDV K52 H VP60, I
X IR W HEAT T R e A i g, Sy RHDV
SN TR m R WA S5 T FE Al

1 #MRtERE
L1 fE R AR5 E

G I AE G B (RHDV) Bg B8 B V195 4 Aol
P27 e 8 B2 58 i R A7 5 ST B Hu 4l Jifg L pFastBac™
1 JBORL R A i DH10Bac 47 M K 7 % 2% i B f%
HE
1.2 FZ=ikHA

B RNA # BUR 5] RNAiso Regent, ExTaq™
(5 U/puL). DNA Marker DL2000 J DL15000,
pMD-18T & FR 44 )N VI EcoR T JFl Sal T .
T, DNA Ligase CR#EFEAY) TRARA D /M
JB ) G C R AR AR ) TR A IRARD 5 iR
H ik (Tryptone) [ £} $2 B 4 (Yeast extract) (OX-
OID A ) s B U5 92 5 Grace’s | Jifi 4 IfiL ¥ FBS
(GIBCO 28] s #4438 7] Lipofectamin™ 2000 ( In-
vitrogen 23 ] s HRP #5ic 1 3 $t fe 1eG.FITC #5
WA SR 1eGLDAB W68 3050 & (T 4 7 4R
WIRERARAFD.
1.3 RHDV RNA RJ1RE

F¢ DEPC AR B K 4% 1+ 10 I AL 81 B
VS I W 2 A DEPC AR 33 19 1.5 mL EP 4
i, F—20 CREHRM 3 K4 °C,LL7 200 r/min &
L 20 min, I 200 uL E 3% A 800 pL Trizol, #i%

DR A JE IR ACE 10 mins TA 210 oL 50405 . il
FUPR% 5 » FIALE 1 mins4 “C,10 000 r/ min &0
15 min, B 750 pL BJZKAH; A 0.5 mL SR EE,
R"2A),—20 C,iHE 15 min;4 °C,10 000 r/ min &
> 10 min; % E3E A 1 mL 750 Z Pk 4 C,
8 000 r/ min B> 5 min, = FiF; B T 20 min,
A 10 pL DEPC 233k iy 7K 8 78 535 %
1.4 RT-PCR
1.4.1 5|#i#&it 2= M GenBank o [H 7 Rk
RHDV 3£ K 41 % %1 (AY523410) , F| ffl Primer 5.0
BAOFEATRIE LG (B REEAEY TREARA
"), E#gl Y Pl 5'-ATAGTCGACATG-
GAGGGCAAAG-3'; T i 8l # P2. 5'-GCCTC-
GAGTCAGACATAAGAAAAGCCA-3', 7£ I IiF
1P 5" s Sal T BEYIAL AL, T 51901 55
FIA Xho 1 FYINL A o
1.4.2 st SRR FR 10 X Buffer 2 1,10
mmol/L dNTPs 2 pL. FilE514 1 pL RNA i) il
0.5 uL . RNA #i#g 12 pL . AMV 5 5 0.5
pL. H,O(DEPC A F1) 2 pL, KB 20 pL, I
B0 EAT,65 “CIRM 15 min. 42 CHEE 1 h.95 C 5
min, —20 CIEFE4 .
1.4.3 PCR MWK Z 10X Reaction buffer 2.5
pL.25 mmol/L MgCl, 1. 5 xL.2. 5 mmol/L dNTPs
0.5 pL.50 mmol/L P1 0.5 pL.50 mmol/L P2 0.5
pL B RNA 4.0 pL.ddH, O 15 pL EX Tag™
polymerase 0.5 pL, BT 25 p L, BEE &S00S,
KA 17 PCR 714 [ by - 94 "C 28 HE 3 min; 94
CAZ5M: 1 min,57 CiB & 1 min,72 “C ZE{# 2 min, 30
G572 CCAEAf 10 min, £5 RN,
1.5 T/ARBEELE

FHAZ IR B 1 1m0 & glifk PCR 779 8K I 4%
M pMD-19T-Vector 271 & U W1 . ¥ H 19 7 B i [
A pMD-19T-Vector, % 1t DHS5q J&Z &5 20 1. $k
B LR U B IR IR SR OB R, H Sal T A1 Xho 1 i
1,37 °C,2 h, G i B PE O B JF 3% RiEE A Y LR
A MR R ORETD T .
1.6 EARBHENHE

FA BRI E N VIEE Sal T 1 Xho T 43 5135 4 41
&k pFastBac™ 1 il T/A 5ok, Mk H 19 R B .
H T, DNA Ligase 4 ‘Ci#%# 12 h,# 1k DH5a &2
AN . O 2k PV S R O % L 15 3 4 A AR AR
pFastBac™1-VP60,
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1.7 EEARNRREFRANNRERETE
7.1 FEAFFIRE BE 28 4R TR 0 F AR I
pFastBac™1-VP60 ki %1k & 4 8 8 2 /& Bacmid
) E. coli DH10Bac J&3Z & 411,37 °C,F LB &
B b i 38 4 h J5 L 0100 L Ak =ik T & A
50 pg/mL RAPEE R .7 pg/mL R KE R .10 pg/mL
PUFRZE DL ) 100 pg/mL X-gal #1 20 pg/mL IPTG
1) LB A F.37 ‘CHE 5% 48 h J5 . Pk F (B i 7% . 76
[FRER) & 3 MbtAE R 1 LB AR R gk 4L 48 1
W ARAFLE IR R 5 A 3 FhbiAE R W LB A8
FE3p .37 °CLPR$E (180 r/min) K5 % 24 h, FHIE L
HAFRFUR DNA L A% 1,11 12 3 bac-
mid FURL OLFPIRIE R IBRETID .
1L.7.2 HAMWRWEFRERGEE DEA
Bacmid DNA Jy#i#z , LLiE A pUCMI3 i 51 4 i
otk VP60 T g ¥k 1y PCR %E . W35 57
AATASMIE I - Be i) DH10Bacmid J5i ki %) B 4H
LA pUCMI3 EFiE51 947 PCR %5 . PCR
K& e PCR 8 B by 25 4F WA IR 96 B R 38 R4 T
WE. %7 Ay BEPE B 2H SR i 44 24 Bacmid-VP60,,
1.8 HEEHRMME

L) Lipofectamin™ 2000 Jy 3% 2y 35 57 , 322 M5
BIfG gL SI9 M2 A0 . a5 12 h WA 1 IR H
1) 240 i 375 A2 B S B U A0 M K Y R AR S EEALAT
AR — 20 CORAF. B & HMHERE VP60 1Y
HHIIRIFEEMZ N rAcV-Bac-VP60,
1.9 EARSENERSENTETE
191 HAMBEE B 1 AU R R 2
W - LA TR B L e b SI9 4, 75 2028 2 R4
A .
1.9.2 RT-PCRYEHMANH  WHES 2 MG
AR ST9 20 MY . #22 B AT SC AR Jy 25 £ A i
RNA, DLHWER E L NE5 Y847 RT-PCR,
1.10 EHEFSHEBELL

DLER 2 AR 41 9 35 O 35 B HEAT DB 2l A Jr
L11 REFYHEE
L1101 Aty s e Rl (TIFA) - F 24 fL40 il
Re et b Ak i T 410 75 4 o B0 KO
SI9 4 i, K % 2 & AR AR BF . A RHDV & 4 I i
PLIFA K 8 41 8 (1 1 35
1.11.2 SDS-PAGE ‘¥galifbiyEmAMmEELL 1201
PRFL LR e ST9 4. 96 h J5 e 45 9 78 40 it I 8% %

W ET 1.5 mL BLOoEH,3000 r/min B> 5
min, {f 8 55 3% g A PBS 3B 40 i 0F ki 2 Ik
JG T 500 pll PBS, [ VR 3 K5 8 S 2%
3 000 r/min #5.0» 5 min, B3 A _EAEZE 0K,
i 5 min,11 000 g &0 1 min, fL 20 L BiEEN
HL Pk FE i iE 1T SDS-PAGE,

1.11.3 Western blotting RHE Tk, [FH
L1 2 R i UK S BOR B, 0. 65 mA/em®, 5%
Bl 1.5 h 5 oK H BT NC B E, A RHDV &
B L35 4% 5 B 5 75 54T Western blotting U
1.11.4 HA ZRIEBC1.11.2 4B A 40 1 24 % |
TH ARG IR I 50 pl 3 B S K AL i BE A P AR
B IKAVEAS LU B Ja A SE R AR 100 N O7 R £1 24
M B IR IS5 B 4 CAHEFT 45 min J5 WAL 45
Feo A1 LA At H 2H AR B8 4F Oy B v X IR LA
RHD S % JHNE 1 = 5 593 3 A R B X BR
1.11.5  HI - F & 5% K AL M & & fm A 50 pL
RHDV il i » AAE FRER K AR A5 He M B o, i 4 1l
BERAL I RIRE D T AL K B E 37 ‘CHEM
30 min J& , LN 120 N“O” B 2040 i B 50 pl,
SERPRES) L 4 CCAE] 45 min, ULEEEE R .

.12 SEAPIAE

12,1 Spgdimmmla A EAARE fE R T
SI9 4,120 h J5iicss . M Rk E H ) HA St .
KA AR BRER K B B R 0 MR HA ety 2°.
1.12.2 SEmahW o dl Aefh ks ¥ 15 Bk
PER T S ERT R ML HA ZCHr. 370 3 41, &
415 HL88 1 AHES 1 mL ERBUELH 2 g2
mL FRBUE 5B 3 ALVE R xf B4, 1 o AR B AR K
S AR EER 7 d SR — U IR HA S, T 9
JE 5 21 RELHA 0 KT 10 i RHDV gif 3 1 I
B FHS « KEAMEK=1+ 91 mL Kifi, W
ZZ 14 d, JIFid ok 4

2 & R
2.1 RHDV VP60 EEF BRI 10

¥ RT-PCR i 7™ ¥ v B A pMDI18-T # %k
J& S P SEE A R R A 2 45535 2 700 FIl 740
bp 72 47 B R B (B 1), B Bk T-VP60 il 45
FHIHEAMBERNIER 2K 1 740 bp, 5 GenBank
ONAR B R 3K B 90. 5% ~97. 8% . i3 fiF AE 2
EH .
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bp 1 2 3 bp

—2700
— 1740

1. DNA #Xf 20 7 J i b o (DL15000) 5 2.
DNA # X 4% + Bt 4 5 ffE (DL2000) 5 3. T-
VP60/Sal 1 +Xho |

1. DNA marker (DL15000); 2. DNA marker
(DL2000) ; 3. Restriction digestion of T-VP60
by Sal 1 +Xho |

B 1 T-VP60 WEGHI 4 R

Fig.1 Restriction enzyme digestion of T-VP60

2.2 EARBHENBULE

L RS AR B VI AL IS - 28 B IR O i PR K
AL 2 2543090/ 4 800 A 1 740 bp 22 45 1 Fr Bt (&
)
2.3 EHARIZHEHW PCRETE

PLpUC/MI13 b Rl 5 | W4 3 =5 41 5 kL i 7~
W2k 4 000 bp(&®l 2 & 3 JkiE) . YL pUC/M13 |
WE5 1 58 5% VP60 FER N iiF 5 P14 18 5 41 BT kL
(=922 3 000 bp (& 2 55 4 YkiE) . i LA pUC/
M13 b RS0 A Ad A SIS 7 B i) %S Bac-
mid JURL AT 3G B 7 W) RNy 273 bp (] 2 55 5
VKB S UE B 5% i Ty, B AT AT IR 905 HE A A 5T
2.4 HLERHNHEBRBET

41 2548 iR Bacmid-VP60 &% 4y SI9 41,5 d
J WL 30 41 B Jie DR A2 ] 43 445 1k A i 1R] 55 %% % 4
TH 2R 4 B AT P 3 5 L T R 2 Y% 24 A 0 G it AR Ak
Ul L gL )
2.5 RI-PCR EETEARKS

PEWUR LSS 2 E AN 5E R SI9 40 RNA, LI
HEER ELF 51947 RT-PCR, HLUk 454
1740 bp, Ui B H 1Y 5L B T 28 Bl AR 5 7 58 R 4 4%
EYNNICE ) L

1. DNA X 73 5 B & 47 #E (DL15000) ; 2. DNA
XS 4y F T & b M (DL2000); 3, 4. Bacmid
VP60 PCR %5 ;5. Bacmid PCR % 5

1. DNA Marker (DL15000); 2. DNA Marker
(DL2000)3;3,4. PCR analysis of Bacmid-VP60;
5. PCR analysis of Bacmid

B 2 =40 Bacmid B PCR ¥ F

Fig.2 PCR analysis of recombinant Bacmid

2.6 EARBIHNA4NK

HAHEEAL 10 °~10 °FEATHRE 20 0 W B T
I M FR AL WK 8 d. T 10 LRI 5 APl BE, 43
Tl T )23 A G 3% 5
2.7 RIEFUINEE
2.7.1 [AlERIESEYE 4 IFA #, Bacmid-VP60
JERYL (1) SI9 20 i HL AT AR 5 ) e 52 M 2 6 (I 3A) LT
Bacmid J& Yy SI9 X JE 21 i T 55 5 19298 6 (&1 3B) L, i
W] VP60 HE 153 3Rk, HRIX YA TR L4
JL A
2.7.2 SDS-PAGE Fl Western blotting 5%
VKRN BN 45 R R VP60 S5 PR 7E [ H 4 i v 36 5k
T2y 60 ku Y 4F S PE Rl X BERE Rk e B AR
Bacmid 1) SI9 40 Jitg 2L i 7 ) F1 ST9 20 i 24 1% = Wy
VoK WoR AN 0 2500 . S BN 5 He vk i B Y 2541
PLE AT B H I A5 3 3Rk (B 4 .
2.7.3 HAFI HI i HA R4 0T UUE 4
o T SRR L 0 M 2R A R R A R AR b A RE AR
1% N O 2T 41 M A 0« 1 e At 35 20 FF-4R 06 2 K g
BESE 10 N“O”RYZT 40 i B RHD Ji e iFIIE 12 5
S0 LG REBEAR LA ML B . MR E AN S
120 h Wi BE , & BRI % 40 Jf AL A T RN 40 B 8% 5 b
B IMEERAN YAk 27 DL b W B 3k 1 VP60 & H
1) I 55 A5 12 TT g RHDV &5 4 i 38 B 90 1, 3R B0 235
1) VP60 5 1 HA 5 RHDV AL A= 9 2 06 1k .
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A, J&Ye Bacmid-VP60 B4 ; B. B YL B A Bacmid ) 4 fif
A. Cells infected with Bacmid-VP60; B. Cells infected with wild Bacmid

Fig.3 Analysis of expressed protein by immunofluorescence

ku 1 2 3 4 5 ku
E ~

97.4 —

66.2— | — 60

43.0 — ' —

31.0— ' w—

20.]_‘ -
| 3

1. E B > T BT bR 2. SR UL B 4 Bac-
mid (19 S92 iy 24 1% 7 ) 5 3. % T 41 7 19 SI9
YRR 54, SI9 AU BLAR 55, SR TR
A SI9 AU IR i

1. Proteins molecular mass standard; 2. Splitting
of cells infected with wild Bacmid; 3. Splitting of
Sf9 cells infected with Bacmid-VP60;4. Splitting
of SI9 cells control; 5. Supernant of Sf9 cells in-
fected with Bacmid-VP60

B 4 3F3IAZE 8 H# Western blotting 4 47

Fig. 4 Analysis of expressed protein by Western

2.8 BEARPHABER

15 AR e 5 e T S B2 i SR UL » I 45 1M 3 HI
BMTE 2 ~2" B I HF R TR RS 4 KA1 H
PO AR R SE T ARG R 80040558 2 AR T
WHEJG 14 d A RS PRI A 100060, X 2 4
FRBFEAT M3 HI AN AE 27 ~27 328 3 R R
a3 d WA T R BT B R AE AR (B D).

3 it

i B 2 5 S 77 FE LA I 4 i e It o 2
i R B 320 T K R T T A 8 I Al SR
FO R TRAR AN B » 20 14 S 2L S 3 1 1 ol 1 Of T
HEAE . 300, i T A GUIGE A B (Rl R
AT SR th o A 22 9 1 5 o 328 4 1) B A %)
R85 2 T SR At e 1 40 B 4 ) R 1 e R 0 0
ROIF ] PSS S o e PR A 17 A7 T
ZWIE UG T BUAF I PEIE R - H T 2218 2 7
RGHRIE T VP60 HH. WRIAAF R B
B HUANH R R A A LR AT
s 5 RERA R H CRARMUT WL Y

blotti SN
orine 200 e B S 8 T D RE G 2E R 1 TR 45 4 O RE
x1 TEAFEBELAFRZEARERI RHDV XHFHRPE
Table 1 Protection of rabbits against challenge with RHDV after
vaccination with different dosage of recombinant protein
5 2H Test group 1 mL 4 1 mL group 2 mL 20 2 mL group i iR 40 Control group
Y% E Animal number 5 5 5
WE G LT 50 E Death number 1 0 5
f131% /% Rate of protection 80 100 0
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R RREA . A R LR AR
Mesh# i R S5 & & I N KA+ % 4 W ik, )
%R G REH VP60 & [ I 1E N B PR e K
NI e R S E (TR
AHFRFAFRFHFERERER DKL T

RHDV [ VP60 # [ . & (1 1 I B3 7T ik 2" LA
b [ S U Fl Western blotting 45 3B , &

KT A RO AR . B e i g A R R L T
A IATAT AR B L - 8 K ez HA 80 b
AT FR 4 1 mL, R ATHEHT RHDV 58 3 19 1
dr Bz R BE O BA R e ik, AR
FOTRHDV [y VP60 5 1 7E AR 8 =3k
A TEARAN B B S KR RHDV % # kL 7 76 9 JLE
TN G B B M b T AT 0] 26 591 () 9 7 A UKL (VLPs)
ﬁﬂliﬁaﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ@& PR T A LA TR

T S 8 S H AT ) G g 3 PR T RR 9 Y K& 7. RHDV
WS T S
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