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Overlap of History and Reality: Reinvestigation of the Theme of The Year of 93

ZHANG Yufen
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234 ,China)

Abstract: Comments and critiques on the novel The Year of 93, especially those by Chinese critics, mostly concentrate on two
aspects: one is that the novel draws its subject matter from the great French Revolution and reproduces its historical background;
the other is that the writer propagates the concept of humanitarianism that transcends classes in the novel. But in my opinion, this
novel contains both the life experience and the world outlook of the writer. It is not only a review of the great French Revolution,
but also an imagined solution to the political contradiction of that time in French. We can say there are two kinds of narration in
the novel; historical narration and psychological narration. The psychological narration makes the writer’ s subjective wish tum
into reality. The paper discusses how these two different kinds of narration are employed in the novel, that is to say, how the real
contradiction is solved.

Key words: Yugo, The Year of 93
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