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An Evil Flower in A Metamorphic Soil ;
A Research into Three — Prosperity Company

SU Zhiliang, YAO Fei
( College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Shanghai was a principal distribution center for the legal trade in both imported and domestic opium in modern times.
With the demise of legal trade in opium in 1919, however, Shanghai reemerged as the center of a vast trafficking network in illicit
opium. It was during this period that a gigantic opium combine named Three — Prosperity Company came into play, which was
controlled by the gangster group headed by Huang Jinrong and consisted of opium merchants, the French Concession officials and
Chinese militarists. In order to show the history of the Three — Prosperity Company systematically, this paper discusses four as-
pects: the background of the establishment of the Three Prosperity Company, its development process, its operation details and
its historical effects. Also, the paper presents a new point of view on the date of the organization of the Three — Prosperity Compa-
ny that most likely it was established between 1918 and 1919.

Key words: Three - Prosperity Company,trade in opium, Shanghai, narcotics
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