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On the Distribution of Surplus Value in a Socialist Society

CHEN lJinguang
(Faculty of Law and Business, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234 ,China)

Abstract: The distribution pattern of surplus value based only on the capital at expense of social justice is one that prevailed in
early capitalism, whose historical fate was deeply understood by Karl Marx. And the egalitarian distribution pattern based only on
social justice at cost of efficiency is a traditional socialist one, which ended in an absurd outcome. However, in the factor — based
distribution theory prevailing in the academic world, there is a tendency that requires the distribution of surplus value just based
on the capital. This tendency runs counter not only to the just ideal of human beings, but also to the new trend of a distribution
revolution occurring in developed countries. This paper proposes that the reasonable factor — based distribution of surplus value
should be an organic combination of labor — based distribution with capital — based distribution. Labor, like capital, also is an
important productive factor, so it has the right to share the surplus value as human capital. This reasonable factor — based distri-
bution occurring in the first distribution of surplus value provides a “first mechanism” assuring the organic integration of justice
and efficiency; the redistribution by state provides a “second mechanism” ensuring this integration.

Key words: efficiency, distribution of surplus value, justice, mechanism ensuring the integration
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