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The Legacy of Mesopotamia and Its Influence upon Greek Civilization

CHEN Heng

College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China

Abstract The ancient Mesopotamia civilization is the world’ s earliest civilization. It is one of the most distinguished civilizations

which exerted positive influence on the extensive development of the human cultures from ancient times to the beginning of the

Roman period especially upon Greek Civilization. The so — called Orientalized Period emerged between 750 and 650BC. This

was a period of expansion and trade that brought the cultures of the Greek mainland in contact with the surrounding cultures and

many foreign characteristics flooded in.
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