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Confucianism, Literati and the Spread of Tian Xue

WU Qianghua
( Humanities College, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: Tian Xue, with Catholicism and western science & technology as its core content, was spread widely in China during
the late period of Ming Dynasty and the early period of Qing Dynasty after Matteo Ricci transformed Catholicism with Confucian-
ism. The Chinese literati played a key role in the process of spreading Tian Xue. Regarding Tian Xue as a good remedy to save

the late Ming society from collapse, the literati poured all their enthusiasm into propagating it. After the Qing Dynasty was foun-
ded, their immense enthusiasm for Tian Xue faded away, and the influence of Tian Xue gradually weakened.

Key words: late Ming Dynasty, literati, Tian Xue, spread
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