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Comment on A Great Tragic Hero: A Study of
Zhang Jian and Early Modernization of Nantong

ZHANG Xiangfeng, TANG Lixing
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: During the early stage of the modernization drive in China, Zhang Jian was a great pioneer and a generally acknowl-

edged hero. But, as China’ s environment in the early period of the modernization drive was abominable, and because he was o-

verburdened with his traditional culture, Zhang Jian became a tragic historical personage. Reading and commenting on A Great

Tragic Hero: A Study of Zhang Jian and Early Modernization of Nantong, we can find that the author’ s main intention is to make

effort to solve the new problems cropping up in the course of the modernization drive in contemporary China,

Key words: Zhang Jian, early modernization drive, Nantong
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