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In the Sunshine and Shadow of Globalization

— A critique of Zhangyimou Phenomenon

GU Weili
(Humanities College, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: Zhang Yimou, one of the most influential Chinese directors in the contemporary world, has won awards for his films in

the first-rate world festivals. But there are various kinds of judgements and camments conceming Zhang’' s movies, especially

criticism from the so-called post-colonialism theory. We should recognize the prejudice and parochialism in its criticisms of Zhang’

s films. We should affirm Zhang’ s great contributions to a better cultural communication between the west and the east. Through

Zhang’ s phenomenon, we can arrive at conclusion that with the forthcoming trend of globalization, the cross-cultural communication

and collision will become both a necessity and inevitability. Accordingly what we should do is to communicate, not to antagonize

with one another.

Key words: Zhangyimou’s movies, globalization, post-colonialism theory
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