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“Shanghai Writings” of Chinese Literature
in the 20s and 30s of the 20" Century

HUANG Jian
( Chinese Department of Humanities College, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 310028, China)

Abstract; “Shanghai Writings” of Chinese literature in the 20s and 30s of the 20" century, which are imbued with ideas of
a modemn nation as a state community approved since the late Qing Dynasty, have built up a meaning space where modern Chi-
nese literature strives for a grand paradigm for narration of national events, thus becoming a primary narration style in modemn
China. At the same time, Shanghai in the 20s and 30s of the 20™ century had accomplished its transformation from a little fishing
village and a little fishing port to a modem grand city. As a result, its urban culture had flourished. The integration of Chinese
culture with Western culture, the domination and popularity of a consumer culture, and a mixed atmosphere of urban residents
became a major distinguishing feature of “Shanghai writings” in modem Chinese literature. Undoubtedly, “Shanghai Writings”
are closely related to history memories, emotional keynote, and epoch consciousness of the Chinese nation. They get on the sensi-
tive nerves of modern China, directing towards the modernization process of the Chinese nation.

Key words: modem Chinese literature, “Shanghai Writings” , nation as a country, urban culture, rural civilization
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