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W esterners Evaluation of Tourists Facilities n China
n EarlyM odern Times

WU Renshu
(Research Institute of Modem History, Research A cadany of Chinese Taibei)

Abstract: Fram lateM ing Dynasty o the middle period of Qing Dynasty, which is called the early modem period by W est-
em hisborians, Chinese tourisn culture had developed and flourished 0 a considerable degree, ascan be proved by the fact that
tourist facilities such as accanmodation, trangortmeans, etc aswell asfood and drink for tourists had all mproved as conmod-
ities, and by the fact that there had even gppeared groups of touristswho were dressed in suits, very much like modem touring
parties But hov should we objectively asseess and evaluate the development of Chinese tourisn betveen lateM ingDynasty and the
middle period of QingD ynasty? Eecially, with regard o tourists facilities as hardvare, should they be regarded as advanced or
backward? D id the process of renaved tourists facilitieswitness thorough changes and rewvolutionary developments? In order
reply © these questions, it is necessary b seek their angvers fran the pergective of canparions of Chinese tourists  facilities
with those in theWest Since the lateM ing Dynasty, there had been an influx of W estemers into China, who had left many re-
cords Fram these recordswe can see their gppraisal and evaluation of Chinese facilities for tourists, including their assessnent of
installations along roads and canals, of such trangport means as pleasure - boats, sedan chairs, etc and of hotels, restaurants,
etc Thewriter believes that China’ s position can be made to stand out more attractively when the development of Chinese
tourisn culture during that period isobserved fram the angle of the hisbory of theworld
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