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FORMER PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA

     C.E.O. OF THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
· Industrial Engineering Degree from US Military Academy at West Point, USA (1979).

· Minister of Trade and Minister of Agriculture of Costa Rica during the Oscar Arias Administration (1988–1990).

· Masters in Public Administration (Mason Fellow), John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University (1991).

· President of Costa Rica – 1994-1998

· Elected President of Costa Rica in February 1994.  As a leader of his country he undertook important transformations to better prepare Costa Rica for the global economy, by addressing a comprehensive sustainable development platform combining sound macroeconomic indicators, strategic human development investments, and a strong alliance with nature.  He was one of the main sponsors of the Central American Alliance for Sustainable Development, signed by the regional leaders in 1994.

· International distinctions/awards include Kew Gardens (England, 1995), Botanical Research Institute of Texas (1996), the 1998 Global Environment Facility Leadership Award (GEF), Recognition of the American Jewish Association (1998), Freedom Award of the Max Schmidheiny Foundation-U. of St. Gallen, Switzerland (1998), and the Leadership Award from the Climate Institute (1998).  Received the “Condecoración Jose Matias Delgado” from the Government of El Salvador (1999).

· Has participated as Member of the Board of Directors of the World Resources Institute (USA), World Wildlife Fund (USA), Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Global Environmental Action (Japan), Stockholm Environment Institute (Sweden), Vice President of the Board of Leaders for Environment and Development, based in London, United Kingdom. Member of the Senior Advisors Committee of the Global Environment Facility of the World Bank.   President of FUNDES International between 1998 and 2000.

· Founded the Costa Rica Foundation for Sustainable Development (San José, Costa Rica).  With support from the AVINA Foundation, the organization has promoted technological application initiatives to enhance the quality of life of Latin American people within a framework of sustainability.  The foundation has sponsored innovative programs such as LINCOS (Little Intelligent Communities), APVE (an initiative on new alternatives on Clean Transportation, mainly Electric Vehicles) and CENTAIRE (Central American Center for Air Quality Monitoring, Assessment and Management Technologies). Academic sector, non profit and social organizations, and private sector partners have joined the foundation in launching these programs.  

* please review a separate overview of the Foundation at the end of this resumé
· Upon termination of the administration in 1998, President Figueres attended numerous international events and addressed lectures and conferences on sustainable development and information technology issues in countries such as Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, México, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Perú, Argentina, Chile, United States of America, the Dominican Republic, Sweden, Finland, Ireland, Jordan, Germany, France, South Africa, the United Arab Emirates, Sri Lanka, Japan, Egypt, Bulgaria.

· Member of the Board of Digital Nations Consortium (since 2000), a new program launched by MIT’s Media Lab in the USA.

· He was appointed the United Nations Secretary General’s Special Representative on Information and Communication Technologies in November 2000.  In this capacity, he heads the United Nations Information and Communication Technologies Advisory Group.  President Jose Maria Figueres -- a leader acclaimed for advancing the use of digital technology for development of his country -- leads a team of experts drawn from the private and public sectors and countries of the North as well as the South. The Advisory Group is charged by the Secretary-General with drawing up the specific modalities for Information and Communication Technologies Task Force on the basis of guidelines set by the Economic and Social Council in July. The Task Force serves as a catalyst for bringing together international agencies, governments and private businesses and foundations in harnessing the potential of technology for development for all.  The Advisory Group will advise the Secretary General in consultation with governments, the private sector, foundations and multilateral development institutions on building a strategic partnership with the private sector to bridge the global digital divide. To that end, President Figueres coordinates with  Advisory Group members recommendations as to the structure and necessary support mechanisms of the Information and Communication Technology Task Force. This Task Force will be the response to the call for action in bridging the digital divide prominently featured in Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Millennium. 

· Since late 2000, he became Managing Director of the World Economic Forum, overseeing the Centre for the Global Agenda, based in Geneva, Switzerland.  The WEF is one of the most influential private organizations in the world. The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the state of the world.  The Forum provides a collaborative framework for the world’s leaders to address global issues, engaging particularly its corporate members in global citizenship.  The organization’s members represent the world’s 1,000 leading companies, along with 200 smaller businesses, many from the developing world, that play a potent role in their industry or region. However, members are more than just influential, talented and powerful people. Many are also innovative and inspiring individuals who challenge conventional thinking and are committed to making the world a better place. The Forum also works closely with communities of leaders from academia, government, religion, the media, non-governmental organizations and the arts. 
Mr. Figueres’ key responsibilities have included the organization of the Annual Meeting, which takes place every year in Davos, Switzerland, bringing together people from more than 100 countries.  This world renowned event gathers Heads of State and Government and prominent business leaders and is a very instrumental forum to advance the global agenda in current political, economic, social and environmental issues.  In addition, Mr. Figueres has to participate in regional economic and business summits in different parts of the world. In 2003 Mr. Figueres became Co-CEO of the World Economic Forum.  In March 2004 he was appointed CEO of the WEF.

 * OVERVIEW OF THE COSTA RICA FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Costa Rica Foundation for Sustainable Development is a private not-for-profit organization organized under the terms of Foundations Law No.5338 of the Republic of Costa Rica.  The main purpose of the Foundation is to promote economic and social development and the well-being of people within a framework of sustainability, by incubating and strenghtening projects mainly focused on environment related issues and information technologies.   The Foundation was able to consolidate a first stage of development thanks to the initial financial support of AVINA, a Swiss-funded organization.

The Foundation was inspired by Former President of Costa Rica, Jose María Figueres who, as a leader of his country from 1994 to 1998, undertook important transformations to better prepare Costa Rica for the global economy by addressing a comprehensive sustainable development platform combining sound macroeconomic indicators, strategic human development investments, and a strong alliance with nature.  In addition, he was one of the main sponsors of the Central American Alliance for Sustainable Development, signed by the Presidents in 1994, and in which they stated that the core of development to which Central America had to aspire should have a human and environmental face, based on “the respect for and use of the vitality and diversity of the land in a sustainable manner..with intergenerational responsibility.”

The Foundation has sponsored several innovative initiatives in recent years.  One of them is LINCOS, Little Intelligent Communities, a network developed to promote human development in marginal communities through the use of information and communication technologies. At the core of each LINCOS community is one or more units (typically shipping containers that have been refitted to serve as technological platforms) and the community members that use the technologies to develop skills, find innovative solutions to their problems and delve into specific community interests. The leadership of individuals within each community is one of the essential differences between LINCOS and conventional computer-room oriented telecenters.  By promoting the concept of the information society, the investment in human capital as the basis of community development is stimulated. Within this concept, the use of computers, the Internet, the educational video-conference, telemedicine and telediagnosis is also promoted, as well as other elements which favor communication, such as the electronic and business communication between the different communities and their members.  Although initially the physical unit of the technology center plays a critical role in the network, in the mid-term the program is aimed at triggering the coordinated interaction of the communities within the LINCOS network. Ideally, each community within the network appropriates the various technologies, adapts them and advances them independently—ultimately achieving sustainability and determining the development path appropriate to their needs.  LINCOS is an initiative which has developed close relationships with the academic world, including a preferential agreement with MIT’s Media Lab, the University of Rochester, NY, and the Costa Rican Institute of Technology.  In addition, LINCOS was able to consolidate partnerships within the corporate world including Microsoft Corporation, Hewlett Packard, Intel, and others.

