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1 2001~2005
Tab. 1 Growth of the two state—level development zones in Xi‘an and its share
in the city’s total
Y XIS GDP Tk 7 S BHEEE (AT
, (fzog) Ml MEuloN  FIFRANE BRSO IEAR
(&) ((#) ({231) (fzoe)  BEOIN)
2001 Phz4s 7013 2620 55.9 18 287.7 177.0
T BT 104.6 79.4 58 06 24.0 131
° T TFIX 301 18.9 12 0.014 6.1 29
1 , PiX/aT (%) 19.2 375 125 341 105 9.0
2003 PheANlT 9281 3471 729 26 269.9 185.6
Ta2 i X 161.3  129.0 73 11 75.0 20.9
P A IFIX 56.3 235 1.9 0.8 235 256.0
PIXI4T (%) 234 439 126 731 36.5 145
2005 PG4 12701 4199 840 5.7 400.7 201.6
T i X 2701 2154 9.2 2.0 106.3 29.6
’ PGLLTFX 1015 728 26 17 633 2190
WX /41T (%) 29.3 68.8 14.0 64.9 41.4 19.2
TORRYE: (T RS RS R RGO AHR) (2001, 2008, 2005); (PG milii A LIt
o RIXREMREY (2001, 2003); PGB BRI R (M) Gevt Bokl; 10 L mbibaR =TT KX
2005 AR FEPUHR; TEREHFRAIFRIX 2005 45K PR .
, 1991 ( ) 2002 ,
“ ? 39.26 km?,
1991 141 km? 187 km? (¢ y ), 46
km?, 85.4%,
2005 , 379.7 N
1511.8 m?, ( ) 33.98
km?, 2. 1 1991-2002
N o ) I_ 5
II— 1950-1980

2 1991~2002
Tab. 2 Dynamics of the development of housing and office-building in Xi'an during 1991-2002

X 1 X B 1991~1994 4E 1995~1998 4= 1999~2002 4F
P BRSSP WS FiEE PERS
B () A BHEA) ST iH () I

(i) (Jinm) (i)

ZInX (1) 10 6.6 29 253 29 836
WIRERES (1) 27 174 83 359 105 176.8
(g~ sy Ny Ny F39) (6.8 (0.4) (22.0) (9.0 (26.3) (44.2)
LEEZN WARZ TRIX (1) 2 0 8 19 18 30
| b (\Y)) 1 0 4 46 16 39
ARERAE WREESCEIX (V) 2 34 8 212 35 326
i i \Y)) 2 25 22 216 70 219.8
WG Z TARIX (VI 3 0 3 0 7 05
W24 IT X (VI 0 0 4 1.04 32 67.4

Al Rt 47 141 166 111.6 312 553.9

JSAATERIRUS: VY2 TN AR R A SRR S BORE DU ps e E R (httpe/www.800].com.crv) .
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Fig. 1 Spatial sub-division of the central city of Xi'an and the distribution of major development zones
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3 2003~2006

Tab. 3 The number and prices of the newly developed housing in different areas of Xi'an
X3 1 X B WHHE () B RIF EEVIa B R (T I0) WA (7 70/%)
Wl g s KRR LRSS T P BIRE &5
g A (B WB(ME) RN 6 mE e b
Ly FLIX (1) 2 7 0 1865 90.1 216 399 601 176 1316
WA NIRARE (1) 3 2 0 1341 62.0 133 199 343 93 474
MIEEEE () 4 4 0 2066 1034 311 431 587 131 98.4
P PEEE (1 ) 6 0 0 3978 945 168 283 414 100 51.3
AIRAEEE (1) 3 4 0 4804 80.3 199 294 416 148 51.1
IR WARZITAX (1) 6 0 0 8130 96.0 210 274 368 123 492
| MYLEX (V) 2 5 1 5287 179.6 521 866 1397 294  396.0
RIS SCHBIX (V) 3 3 0 2376 1183 213 371 581 122 117.0
V22 EpfiIX. (V1) 13 14 0 39559 1346 3%7 541 80.3 87 164.8
W E TR (VI 4 0 0 2892 945 164 271 432 116 49.6
PHZZZTFIX (VI 9 1 0 30024 115.8 206 342 497 151 79.7
K2 HixX (IX) 10 0 3202 100.7 144 233 355 74 725
Sk EOE) DRdE D 65 40 1 105523 (105.9) (23.7) (375 (s6. 6) [74] [396.0]
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, 27452 . 2003
59 ( ) , 30 ( 50.9%)
.30 25 ,
22491 m, 10 (1992-2002 )

(679.61 m?d)  33.1%,
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Tab. 4 Spatial distribution of the newly increased new economy” units in Xi’an during 1991-2001
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Tab. 5 The comparative character of the jobholders in Xi'an HTDZ by education level
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( Tab. 6 The average annual salaries of different industrial sectors in Xi“an in 2004
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Tab. 7 Distribution of different types of housing projects in different areas of Xi’an during 1991-2002
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Tab. 8 Dwelling-living conditions of the residents in development zones compared with the average
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Rise of New Special Development Zones and
Polarization of Socio—economic Space in Xi“an

WANG Hui
(Dept. of Urban & Resource Science, Northwest University, Xi'an 710069, China)

Abstract: "New Special Development Zones (NSDZs)" have become a distinctive, popular,
significant urban development model, also been an activator of urban transformation, in
China's opening and reform era. Taking the city of Xi'an as a case, through analyzing the
NSDZs' particular operation mechanisms and structural features, such as their privileged status
as "special policy districts", their competitive economic structure as "new economy" spaces,
and their strategies of commercial housing development together with industrial development,
the impacts of NSDZs on the ongoing socio-economic polarization of Chinese cities are
underlined and discussed in this paper based on a variety of data sources and from a
multi-dimensional perspective. The empirical results in Xi'an show that: (1) because of the
more favorable conditions and milieu created by the "special policy district" treatment, the
NSDZs have become the major attraction to the construction capital and other investments,
with the results that the NSDZs, compared with the "normal" areas in the city, have generally
experienced a much faster economic growth as well as spatial expansion with more advanced
infrastructure and better quality of built-environment. These make the NSDZs economically
and physically outstanding from the rest part of the city; (2) the NSDZs have become the
most concentrated area of knowledge-based, technology-intensive, world-market-related "new
economies". This advantage of economic structure has not only become another reason for
NSDZs' rapid economic growth, but also made the NSDZs special social areas with an
obviously higher proportion of well-educated and highly-paid people; (3) the comparatively
better quality of living environment and higher price of commercial housing developed in
NSDZs have made the NSDZs a special new residential area of 'purer' private-property
owners, and accordingly, more wealthy residents. Along with this, an income-based residential
segregation is becoming manifest in the city. (4) In contrast to the above processes, the old
areas (especially the old industrial sections) of the city have relatively fallen backward because
of less investment, less productivity, less "new economies", and more low-income people. The
spatial disparity within the city is therefore increasing. These facts indicate that the
polarization of urban socio-economic space has been intensified with the rise of NSDZs. The
findings and arguments of this research will be helpful for a better understanding and
evaluation of the NSDZs-dominated urban development model existing in many Chinese cities.
Key words: new special development zones; urban socio-economic space; polarization; Xi'an



