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Tab.1 The sound effects of regional development policy on the GDP of

coastal zones in China
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China’s regional development policy and its sound effects
on the economic development of coastal zones and central
& western areas over the past two decades

GUO Teng-yun, LU Da-dao, GAN Guo-hui
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Rescarch, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: China’s regional development policy has been changed greatly over the past two
decades, in this paper the sound effects of opening-up policy to the outside world on the e-
conomic development of coastal zones and the central & western areas in China have been
calculated using econometric models respectively.

From the early 1980s to the year 1999, the GDP of the coastal zones increased from a-
bout 179. 80 billion RMB yuan to 1146. 84 billion yuan. During the period the total incre-
ment of the GDP amounted up to 967. 04 billion yuan, in which about 206. 81 billion yuan
is contributed by the opening-up policy. The average contribution rate of the opening-up
policy to the GDP of the coastal zones is about 21.39%. Accordingly the average annual
GDP growth rate of the coastal zones increased from 9. 1% to 10. 24%. And the contribu-
tion of the policy on the average annual GDP growth rate of the coastal zones was 1. 14
percentage points.

However, before the early 1990s the central & western areas in China did not open
up to the outside world. From 1993 to 1999, the GDP of the central & western areas in
China increased from about 443. 31 billion yuan to 824. 27 billion yuan. During the period
the total increment of the GDP amounted up to 380. 96 billion yuan, in which about 16. 16
billion yuan is contributed by the policy. The average contribution rate of the policy to the
GDP of the central & western areas is only 4. 24%. Meanwhile the average annual GDP
growth rate of the central & western areas only increased from 8.96% 10 9.27%. And
the contribution of the policy on the average annual GDP growth rate of the central &
weslern areas was 0. 31 percentage points. The reasons for this big gap is mainly because
the opening-up time of the central & western areas was much later than that of coastal
zones, and there were great differences among the preferential policies enjoyed by the cen-

tral & western areas and coastal zones in China in opening-up to the outside world.

Key words: regional development policy; sound effects of policy; regional comparison



