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Emotional Disordersin Patientswith Prefrontal Cortex Lesions

Wang Yiniu, Luo Yuejia

(Key Laboratory of Mental Health at the Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract A strong association between the prefrontal cortex in the brain and human emotion has
been recognized. The effect of prefrontal cortex damage on emotional behavior has been
abbreviated reviewed with pertinent clinical and neuroimaging observations in the past. Three
clinical syndromes characterized by mood disorders, those are schizophrenia, major depression
and anxiety disorders etc. They are dependent upon frontal system, especially prefrontal cortex
dysfunction. There is convincing evidence that different facets of affective functioning, the
experience of emotion, the expression of emotion, and the processing of emotionally laden
information have distinct neural representation of prefrontal cortex.

Key words prefrontal cortex emotional disorder schizophrenia major depression.
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