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Social Changes in Late Qing Dynasty and the Qing Gang
in the Lower Reaches of the Changjiang River

LU Yong
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234 ,China)

Abstract: Before the (Qing Gang (formerly, a secret society) emerged, its predecessor was the smaller trade association of Luo-
jiao sailors in the trade society of sailors from Jiangsu and Zhejiang in the lower reaches of the Changjiang River. It was only after
the trade association of Luojiao sailors in Jiangsu and Zhejiang became united with the increasingly powerful gang of salt sellers in
the lower reaches of the Changjiang River that the Qing Gang eventually came into being. The gang of salt sellers played the func-
tion of a vehicle or medium in the course of formation of the Qing Gang. After Emperor Guangxu assumed power, the Qing Gang
in the lower reaches of the Changjiang River rapidly grew stronger and stronger, and it was roughly divided into two central groups
of power, one in the south of the Changjiang River and the other in the north of the river. Carrying forward the activity patterns
and the organization systems of both the trade association of Luojizo sailors and the gang of salt sellers, the Qing Gang, which ad-
justed itself to the social changes in modern China, gradually developed itself into an open organization.

Key words: social changes, secret society, the Qing Gang, salt sellers, Luojiao
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