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National Defence and the Finance of Qing Dynasty

ZHOU Yumin
(Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234 China)

Abstract: Qing dynasty had been faced with serious crises in border area since 1870s. At first, the Qing government focused its
fiscal expenditure on the westen border area expedition and westemn border defence. Fram 1875 to 1884, both military
expenditures amounted to more than 80 million taels, which were about 10 percent of the total national expenditure of Qing dynasty
during this ten years. From 1875 to 1894, the coast defence expenditure was about 42 million taels, more than half of was spent
on the building of the Northem Ocean Navy (Beiyang Suishi), and 10 million taels of which were embezzled by Chixi grand —
empress, mainly used to rebuild the Summer Palace. In the Sino — France War (1884 — 1885), Qing dynasty paid out more than
20 million taels for military expenditure. At the westem area expedition and the Sino — France War, the Qing government public
loan’s incame was about a third of the total military expenditures. From this we can see how much the Qing dynasty’s finance
depended on both its intemal and extemal loan during the war.

Key words: Qing dynasty, finance, westem border area defence, coast defence, Sino— France War
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