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Changes of the Financial Structure in the 1860s — 1890s

ZHOU Yu-min
(Humanities college, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: The Qing dynasty’ s fiscal structure of incame and payout was great changed after Taiping rebellion. Tis
fiscal scale increased from 45 million taels in 1840” to 89million taels at the end of 1880 and reached the balance of
income and payout after the Sino — France War. The land tax and salt tax and tanff as well as lijing become three
most important pillars of the Qing dynasty’ s fiscal revenue. There was about ten percent revenue from the opium tax.
Since the administrative systems of the expenditures provinces give to central government and the assistant expenditures
between provinces were being collapsed, there appeared many special expenditures of central govemment ordered from
provinces, the partitions of tariff and the competition for the inland taniff between central government and provinces,
which signed the provincial fiscal systern came into being. All these changes promoted a new account subjects system
erected, however, which didn’t legalize the provincial finance in existence.

Key words: Qing dynasty; finance; Tongzhi; Guangxu
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