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The Shift of the Concepts Between Imitation and Inspiration

LI Ping
( College of Humanities and Communication, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: Imitation and inspiration are very important concepts in western classical poetics, In ancient Greece, both were used to
explain poetic creation, and there were no difficulties for people to understand. But in China today, people are accustomed to di-
viding them into two different categories. They believe that Plato’ s poetic theory is full of contradictions. Therefore, they either
neglect or give up further research on these two concepts. This paper makes a relatively profound study of the unresolved issues
related to the two concepts from the angles of the ancient original meanings and shifts of the concepts and of Plato’s complicated
theories.
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