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An Analysis of Moby Dicks Narrative Structure

HUA Rong
(Humanities College, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: Helman Melville was an outstanding novelist during the American Romantic period. Moby Dick, one of
his late works, is a kind of majestic epic which possesses enormous construction. This paper tries to dig out the real
meaning of this fiction through its narrative structure. In this fiction, Ishmael is separated into two different charac-
ters. The transition from character one to character two is actually Ishmael’ s spiritual progress. And Ahab and
Queequeg are two significant spiritual periods that Ishmael experienced. Whether to abandon or to absorb is the focal
point of this paper.

Key words: Moby Dick,division, spiritual progress,narrative structure
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