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Characteristics of Narration in Herman Melville’ s Short Story

PENG Jianhui', WANG Pu’
(1. Utah Institute of Science and Technology, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China;
2. International Exchange Center, Pudong, Shanghai ,200135, China)

Abstract: Herman Melville’ s writing career can be roughly divided into two periods: the early period during which Herman Mel-

ville created long volumes of novels, and the late period during which he wrote up short stories. This paper is a study of Melville’

s first short story, with a view to define the connection between the novelist’ s two periods of fiction creation and the narrative

characteristics of the short story itself. In the light of Bahtin’ s dialogic theory, the authors attempt an in — depth analysis of the

use of irony in Bartleby the Scrivener. Based on the textual analysis, the authors want 1o elaborate on the further development of

Melville’ s tragic view and how it is reflected in a roundabout manner in the story.

Key words: Melville, narration, Bartleby the Scrivener, dialogue, irony
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