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Vague Narration: A Way of Understanding the World
in the Novels of the Ming & Qing Dynasties

HAN Shi
( School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract; Vague narration is one of the forms of expression in such novels as Romance in the Three Kingdoms, All the Men are

Brothers, Chin Pin Mei, The Scholars, Dream of the Red Chamber and Flowers of Shanghai. Vague narration can achieve the fol-

lowing effects; the characters lose their distinct attributes; the nature of their behavior cannot be simply judged, and especially

their morals can hardly be assessed; limited by the visual angle, the real world of the characters becomes vague or unknown.

These forms of vague narration show that the art of novels has its particular understanding and good grasp of the sophisticated

world.

Key words: novels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, vague narration, uncertainty , vagueness of the world, forms
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