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Two Romantic Masterpieces: A Comparative Study of
Tang Xianzhus The Peony Kiosk and Gluci’s Orpheus ed Euridice

CHI Jie
\ Humanities College . Shanghai Teachers Umversity. Shanghai.China. 200234

Abstract: Comparative studies are often made of Tang Xtanzhu and Shukespeare 1n academic circles. However. thus
kind of companson may not be extcnsive or appropriate because their works fall imo different art forms: Tang
Xianzhu wrote traditional Chinese operas in which words are sung to music while Shakespeare produced stage dramas
which arc imbued with dialogues, The author argues that it is more appropriate to compare traditional Chinese oper-
as with Western opetas. lo order 10 support the argument, two romantc masterpieces. Tang Xionzhus Peony Riosk
and Glucks Orpheus ed Euridice are compared and analyzed in terms ¢f the following three categories: the produc-
tion epochs & their themes; their plots & achicvements; their influetce on the later generations, Then the paper
poinis out the similariiies and dissimilarities between traditional Chinese operas and Western operas. thus providing
a perspective for comparative studies of Chinese and Western culiures,

Key words; traditional Chinese operas. Western operas. literature, music
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