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From “a History of Relations” to “Methodology” :
On Two French Works of Comparative Literature

CHEN Kepei, SUN Jingyao
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: With the French comparatists M. F. Guyard’ s La Litterature comparee and Y. Chevrel’ s Comparative Literature To-
day: Methods and Perspectives as the analytical texts, the paper has made a comparative study of the books’ structure, arrange-
ment, the authors’ different definitions of “Comparative Literature, their different interpretations of” the General Literature as
well as their different perspectives to study translation, on which the development of the young yet open discipline during the past
decades has been traced in order to form a new understanding of comparative literature.

Key words: France, Comparative Literature, M. F. Guyard, Y. Chevrel, La Literature Comparee, Comparative Literature To-
day: Methods and Perspectives
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