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Ancient Scholars Are for Themselves, Modern Scholars
Are for Others: The Aesthetic and Cultural Significance
of Confucius’s Thought of Returning to the Ancient

LIU Shaojin
( Chinese Department, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510632, China)

Abstract: Confucius’s classical saying: “ Ancient Scholars are for Themselves, Modern Scholars are for Others” implies a kind
of strong complex for meditating upon and returning to the past. It is not only a “precise and concise” and profound judgment of
scholastic culture, but also a concept of tremendous penetration into the history of aesthetic culiure. The poetics of returning to
the ancient, which has played a great and wide role in Chinese literature, seems like a big footnote, explaining the above — men-
tioned classical saying from the perspective of art creativity and aesthetic development. Once we grasp this big footnote, we shall
grasp the whole category.

Key words: comparison and contrast of the ancient with the modem, scholarship for oneself, scholarship for others, aesthetic

culture, returning to the ancient

(AL 4R @A)

47


http://www.cqvip.com

