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The Nature of Primitive Thinking In Fairy Tales

WU Wenyan
(College of Management and Architectural Engineering, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai,200234)

Abstract: Fryes prototype criticism and Propps’ Formalism research theory demonstrate the feasibility to seek the ex-
isting patterns of human primitive thinking through a study of the early mankind folklore fairy tales and stories. And
it is from primitive thinking that modern art thinking originates. Embedded in fairy tales, this old and modern primi-
tive thinking. which is extant in unique writing styles and suitable for children’s life, whose life is integrated with the
primal life naturally, has been presented mainly as follows: firstly, this primitive thinking is a baptism of cultural
spirit running through the entire process; secondly, it is a supernaturally unfettered fanciful spirit; finally, it is
characterized by the extensive spiritualism composed of the intelligent world and oneness of substantialism and spirit-
ualism,

Key words: fairy tales, folk fairy tales, primitive thinking, art thinking
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