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How to Make possible the Value of Traditions of
Confucianism in the Present Times

CHEN Weiping
College of Law and Politics Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China

Abstract Revolving round the issue of how to make possible the value of traditions of Confucianism in the present times this pa-
per discusses three questions How to reveal and present the traditions of Confucianism How to appraise the value of the tradi-
tions of Confucianism And how to realize their value In order to reveal and present the traditions of Confucianism it is necessa-
ry not only to explain the traditions of orthodox Confucianism but also to excavate the traditions of non — orthodox Confucianism.
It is essential not merely to comb out the traditions of Confucianism in classical works but also to investigate them in actual real-
ity. In order to appraise the value of the traditions of Confucianism it is necessary to correctly apply and standardize the two
yardsticks of instrumental value and inherent value. We are supposed to evaluate Confucianism not only on the basis of historical
background but also in the light of national wisdom so that we may shake off the influence of radicalism and conservatism. The as-
sessment of the strong and weak points of Confucianism and Western learning entails the establishment of dialectical yardsticks
with which one gets to know the complementary character of the value of the two so that the explanation of the current value of
Confucianism will possess such significance that it is capable of resisting superiority of Western culture and that it will not lead to
overestimation of the quintessence of the Chinese culture.

Key words Confucianism traditions of Confucianism current value philosophy of China
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Isomorphism of Man and Nature in Philosophy of Han
Dynasty and Its Aesthetic Value

LIU Chengji
Philosophy Department of Peking University Beijing 100871 China
Literature School of Zhengzhou University Zhengzhou 450052 China

Abstract The unity of man and nature is the basic proposition in Chinese philosophy and aesthetics. This proposition was low-
ered and regarded as an isomorphic relationship between human body and the objective world in Han Dynasty. First according to
natural vitality theory in Han Dynasty human body and nature are seen as polymer of Qi one kind of energy from universe
therefore they are identical in essence. Second like man nature has a well — developed body so man and nature are similar to
each other in that they both have a body. Third the bodily nature is endowed with life feeling and will which means that man
and nature can respond to each other. In the light of the theory of natural vitality the unity of man and nature in philosophy of
Han Dynasty originates from man’ s imagination of nature with a body and terminates at their mutual response and interactivity.
Here “ the humanization of nature” in a modern sense is manifested in its possession of a body and’ the naturalization of man”
finds expression in that man constructs the world according to the form of human body.

Key words unity of man and nature mutual response by man and nature Dong Zhongshu philosophy in Han Dynasty the nat-

uralization of man



