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To Found A New Zion In The Wilderness: On the Sense
of Religious Commitment of the Puritan

DALI Xiaodong
(Foreign Languages College, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai,200234)

Abstract: In this paper “the Puritan Experience” has been analyzed from both cultural and historical perspectives.
Focusing on the three aspects, namely “ Puritan Belief”, “ Personality of the Puritan” and "the Wax and Wane of
Puritanism", the author attempts to reveal the sense of religious commitment of the puritan and the significant role
that Puritanism had played in conceiving American culture and shaping the “ American Mind”. The author believes
that for puritans, the mission to found a new “Zion” in the wilderness is, religiously, an answer to God's call, and
historically, a task they had to accomplish for their times.

Key words: Puritan, Wilderness, Mission, Zion
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