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A Perilous Patriotism: Richard Rorty’s New Religion

Richard Stichler
( Alvernia College Reading, Pennsylvania USA; Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: The danger of Rorty ' s ideological zealotry lies in the fact that it can blind us to the actual condition and real needs of

others. Rorty is so firmly convinced of the superiority of Western culture and its democratic devices that he fails to see the value

of alternative political devices and how they can function successfully in cultural contexts that differ from his own. Having aban-

doned the classical Western theory of human nature, it is inevitable that Rorty should be led to embrace an irrational kind of pa-

triotism , for in the end he has nothing to support his belief in the superiority of Western culture but dogma and blind faith.
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