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Ethical Spirit of the Traditional Family

XU Maoming
( Institute of Social Studies, Suzhou University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215006, China)

Abstract: The ethical spirit of families in the traditional eras can be boiled down to “benevolence” and “filial piety”. What mer-

its notice is that, though the family advocated “benevolence” and “filial piety” in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the focus of at-

tention was shifted, more emphasis placed on “filial piety than on” benevolence. In order to maintain stability and ensure harmo-

ny of the family, court officials in the past dynasties even established a system that was in conformity with familial ethics. This

system includes the rules concerning cohesion of blood relations, the code of ethics, living security, etc. The traditional family

ethical spirit contains care for each other and respect for elders that accord with human nature, which contributes to the harmoni-

ous and steady development of society. But it also includes various codes of ethical standards against human nature that were for-
mulated to meet the needs of the tyrannical rale. Such ethical standards are to be absorbed critically.
Key words: familial ethics, benevolence & filial piety, system guarantee, harmony
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