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Aesthetics as Science and Ideology General Comparison
of Chinese Marxist Aesthetics With Western Marxist Aesthetics

YAN Guozhong
College of Arts Taizhou University Taizhou Zhejiang 317000 China

Department of Philosophy Beijing University Beijing 100871 China

Abstract Marxist aesthetics ought to be a science as well as an ideology. Chinese Marxist aesthetics attaches much importance to

the scientific nature of aesthetics but it ignores its ideological character. In contrast Western Marxist aesthetics lays stress on

the function of aesthetic criticism and negation which is actually the ideological function of aesthetics while neglecting its scien-

tific nature. Chinese Marxist aesthetics has made much contribution to the construction of Marxist aesthetics as a discipline but

its studies tend to' be confined to colleges” .

Western Marxist aesthetics has criticized capitalism in depth but it has failed to

find its real philosophical foundation and its logical settlement. Therefore Western Marxist aesthetics has not yet shown the theo-

retical power of a discipline.

Key words Chinese Marxist aesthetics Western Marxist aesthetics scientific nature of aesthetics nature of ideology
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