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An Attack on Humans by Francois Langur ( Trachypithecus francoisi) in the Wild

HUANG Chengming® LI Youbang® ZUO Yi? QIN Huaiping’

(1 Ingtitute o Wild Life Research, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, 541004)
(2 The Sation o Wildlife Protetion and Nature Reserve Management, Guangxi Forestry Bureau, Nanning, 530022)

(3 The Administration Bureau o Longgang National Nature Resenve, Longzhou, )

Abdract : We documented a case of a young male Francois langur attacking humans near Lende village near Longgang Nature Re

serve, Quangk , on Augud 17, 2002. Sortly &ter we parked our car and sounded its horn, a young male Francoi s langur rushed out
o the fored into the road Sde trees. It gppeared excited or anmoyed , incessantly chargng back and forth between the trees to a rocky
area , from the rocks to the car. Nearby villageswere frightened , and sayed far avay ; one peron was seen to be attacked. Data cot

lected from interviens showed there had been 15 persons and 2 dogs attacked snce early 2001.
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Attacks on humans is an extreme behavior armong
primates. Mog reports have involved humans off ering food
to primates, although for Rhesus macaques ( Macaca mu-
latta) there have a9 been reports of attacks on tourigs
unconnected to human food (Anonynous, 1999; Berman
and Li, 2002 ). The Francois langur ( Trachypithecus
francaisi) , d known as the black langur , is a rare pri-
mete digributed in Vietnam , Laos and China (World con-
servation monitoring center, 1994) . It is do rare in
China and only digributed in portions of karg regons of
Quangxi , Quizhou , and Chongging. Inthewild , Francois
langurs live in karg hills far from human habitation
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(Zhou and Huang, 2001) . They are easly frightened by
people, and typically awid interactions with humans.
Bven in captivity , there have rot previoudy been docu
mented attacks on humans by Franoois langurs.

1 Sudy dte and method

St up in 1980, Longgang National Nature Reserve
is located in Longzhou and Ningming Gounties at 106°42
28" - 1070 54'E and 22°13 56" - 22°3309' N in
Quangxi , adjacent to Vietham, and has a total area of
10 077.5 ha. Longgang National Nature Reserve is
composed of three sectionsnamed Longhu , Longgang and
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Loangshan. The Longgang Protection Sation is located in
Lendei village, (population 168) adjacent to Longgang
National Nature Reserve. A subadult male Franooi s langur
was known to inhabit the ervirons

On-gte observations were conducted on Augus 17,
2002. We recorded the whole process of the young mele
Franoois langur (Figure 1) rushing out from the forest into
the village , attacked the people and reentering the for-
eg. The whole process laged 2 hours Both villagers and
gqdf from Longgang Nationd Nature Reserve were inter-
vieved We d documented earlier reports of cases of
langurs attacking people in the area

Fg.1 The attacking human young mele Francois langur
and gander-by from the village

2 Reslt
After we parked our car in the village and sounded

the car’ s horn, we observed a young mae Francoi s langur
rushing out of the fores into the trees near the village. It
semed extremdy excited or anroyed.
trees to rocks, from ground to the car and gaying on there
for nore than 15 minutes, hiting the tire and knocking the
car window , as villagers crowded around to observe (Fgr
ure 1) . Suddently , the langur charged toward the crowd
of people, frightening them. The langur swetted at one of
the people, driking him. However , he was able to excape
quickly , and thus awoid being hitten.

Spplementary data from interviews indicated that
this young mae had sayed around the village for nore
than dx months, atacking 15 people and 2 dogs (Table
1). O the atacks documented in Table 1, 4 people were
observing it in a group when it rushed at them from out of
the foreq and 6 people had been riding notorcycles a the
time of attack , and suddenly rushed and hitten by a larr
gur.

It ran from the

3 Discusson

Attacks on humans are very unusua in primates
Such ingances have been documented in the case of cgp-
tive mae pigailed macagues ( Macaca nemestrina)
(Bellanca and Crockett , 2001) , in chinpanzee and rhe-
sus macagues ( Macaca mulatta) , (Hook et al.
2002; Kaufman et al. , 2002) , and in baboons (Brent
e al., 2001) .

Mog dften, such ingances of primetes attacking hu

Table 1 Ten records o Francoislangur attacking human in Longgang National Nature Reserve

Date Name of people Wounded part Note
June, 2002 Huang Xin (from village) Leg Drove notorcycle through Leng e village
Juy, 2002 Huang Hanhong (from village) Wai gt Drove notorcycle through Leng e village
July, 2002 Azheng (from village) Wag Observation in crowd
July, 2002 Meng (from township governmen) Thigh Drove notorcycle through Leng e village
Juy, 2002 He Risheng (from village) Thigh Drove notorcycle through Lende village
Juy, 2002 Nong (from provincid agiculture department) Wai gt Observation in crowd
Augud , 2002 A gudent from Lozhou high school Wag Observation in crowd
Augug , 2002 One peron from Banlong village Wa g Drove notorcycle through Lende village
Augug , 2002 One person from Payuan village Wai gt Drove notorcycle through Lend e village
Augug , 2002 One peron from Xiaan village Wai st Observation in crond
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man have been asociated with the human getting too close
to the primate , and the animd lodng its the fear of hu
mans. It often hgppens in sami-domedic primete popula
tions, developed as a project for touriam, in which
touri ¢sfeed primeatesfor entertainment. When the primate
dbes ot get thefood , it will be anmoyed , and then attack
the tourig. Having experienced 144 cases of nonkey ha
rassments in 2001 , the Hong Kong government has decid
ed to prohibit tourigs from feeding nonkeys (Anony-
mous, 1999) . Berman and Li (2002) do reported
negative impacts of human feeding on Macaca thibetana.
Data avalable from interviews indicted that nore
than 3 individua Francois langurs ranged near the village
in early 2001 ; villagersdften heard their houting and saw
their fighting. However , for about half a year , only the
subadult male had been seen near the village ; the other 2
animals had ot been observed. Francois langurs have a
polygynous mating sysem (Zhou and Huang, 2001) ,
and adult males come from non-natal group through fight-
ing. Before the young malesfight , they sometimes get to-
gether and form dl mae groups White-headed langurs
have d © been observed to have dl-male groups (Huang,
2002) . Fighting between the individudsis certain, how
ever , what kindsdf fighting are unclear. Both fighting be-
tween this young mde and the adult maes in the group ,
or between this young male and the other maes in all
male goup were posshle. It is A posdible tha the
subadult male which attacked humans had been defeated
by nmore dominant males, and had sayed near the village
We dill do mot know exactly how villagers trested
this langur , but we are certain that it |€t the fores upon
hearing the sounds of carsor notorcycles, and , ssemingy
excited or annoyed , began atacking people. It isainter-

eding case which deserves further gudy.
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