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MANAGEMENT OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND GENETIC
RESOURCES IN THE DEEP SEABED BEYOND
NATIONAL JURIDICTION

JIN Jian-cai
( The Permanent Mission d PRC to International Seabed Authority , Kingston Jamaica)

Abdract : One of the nog dgnificant discoveries in marine science during the lagt century was the determination of
biologica diverdty inthe degp seabed. The current knowledge on biodiversty in deep seabed islimited , but has reveded
that the minerd reurces and the biodiverdty co-exig in the same environment. Biological commponents and diversty may
vary in the deep sea basn, the midrocean ridges and the seanounts where the polymetallic nodule , the hydrothermal
polymetallic sulphide and the cobalt-rich crus have been found reectively. Because the current and foreseen human ac-
tivities may cause harnful inpactson the environment , aswell as the potential corflicts over the utilization of the genetic
reources, management of biodiverdty and genetic resourcesin degp seabed beyond nationa jurisdiction has drawvn an inr
cread ng attertion of the international community. While a new legal regime governing human activities in the said areas
may be necessary , the dominating principle, either* high sea freedom” or* comnon heritage of mankind” is under de-
bete. In ite of this, reaching an agreement on implementing relevant parts of conventionson the Law of the Sea and on
Biologica Diverdty may dffer a redlidic lution. As creating an acceptable new treaty is time consuming, collaboration
and ooordination anong inter and/ or non governmental organizations is very inmportant a current sage, in adopting the
relevant principles, rules, regulations and procedures in the said conventions. A code of conduct , being developed and
carried out in the internationd community of scientigtsis practicad and may be used as foundation for the development of
legal regme and management mechaniam. While the International Seabed Authority itself has been playing an active role
in managing biodiverdty in deep seabed beyond nationa jurisdiction, al these concerns and dforts may ingire it to es
tablish nore grict ruleson activities in progecting and exploration for the polymetallic sulphide and cobatrich crug. In
ooncluson , the author has made some proposal s on this i ssue for the policy-makers aswell as the scientific community in
China.

Key words: Degp sea; Biodiverdty; Genetic reource; International Seabed Authority ; Law of sea.
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