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Artificial propagation of the five-paced pit viper ( Deinagkistrodon acutus)

HUANG SSng HUAN GJie Tang
( Huangshan Institute of Snake Science, Huangshan 245000, Anhui, China)

Absgtract In thisarticle, we report our first experience of successul artificial propagation about the five-paced pit viper
( Deinagkistrodon acutus) and breeding to its second filia generation. In May , 1994, 18 adult snakes (8 mdes, 10 fe-
maes) were cgptured infidd, and were reared in marr made environment. InJuly and August of the same year , 5 femdes
laid 134 eggsin tota (26.8 +5. 26) , which were artificialy incubated into 123 hatchlings. 100 hatchlings (average body
weight 12. 13+1.50 g) were sdected to feed. Threeyearslater , 58 snakes were dive (livahility 58 %) . In Sgptember of
1997, April and May of 1998, some of the 58 snakes copulated. From July to August of 1998, 6 femdeslaid 64 eggsin
totd , 58 of which were fertilized, and 54 were incubated into hatchlirgsin September of 1998. Therefore, we had suc
cesfully bred the second filid generation of the fivepaced pit viper in complete artificid environment [ Acta Zoologica
Sinica 49 (6) : 854 - 857, 2003].
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