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A NEW SPECIES OF CHAETOPSYLLA
KOHAUT, 1903 FROM HUBEI PROVINCE, CHINA
(SIPHONAPTERA: VERMIPSYLLIDAE)

L Jingyuan
(Institute of Parasitic Diseases, Hubei Academy of Medical Sciences Wuhan 430070)

Abstract
Chaetopsylla (Chaetopsylla) wangi sp. nov. (figs. 1~4)

Diagnosis: The new species is similar to Chaetopsylla (Chaetopsylla) ailuropodae Jeu,
Wang et Li, 1991, C. (C.) globiceps (Taschenberg, 1880), C. (C. appropinguans (Wagn-
er, 1930) and C. (C.) ningxiaensis Wang, Bai et Chen, 1990. It differs from the above
mentioned species in the following characters; (1) the mesonotum is with 2 rows of bristles,
while the mesonotum of C. (C.) ailuropodae and C. (C.) ningzxiaensis with 3 rows of bris-
tles; (2) the anterior margin of the movable process is straighter, the apical wmargin is flat
with an anterior apical angle, and its apex is as high as that of the immovable process; the
distance from the posterior margin of acetabulum to the posterior margin of clasper is nar-
rower; (3) the apical dorsal lobe of the aedeagus is blunt rounded, and the lateral lobe is
sharp cone-shaped, and the upper process apex of the ventral lobe of the phallosome is
sharp, the lower process is very short and the sharp tip points upward; (4) the longest api-
cal bristle of the fourth hind tarsus reaching the end of the fifth tarsus (except C. (C.) glo-
biceps). In addition, it differs from C. (C. ) globiceps in the lower portion of the body of the
clasper, which is broader, and its posterior margin is distinctly convex; there are no bristles
at the front and below the acetabulum and also at the upper half of the outer surface of the
body of the clasper; there are 12 bristles on the inner surface below the acetabulum and they
are L-shaped arranged (fig. 2).

The new species is named in honor of Prof. Wang Dunging for his outstanding contri-
butions in the field of medical entomology studies in China.

The female has not been discovered yet.

Holotype male, body length 2. 7mm collected off Vulpes vulpes hoole from Shennongjia
forest region (31°15'~31°57'N, 109°56’ ~110°58'E, about 1 400 m), Northwest of Hubei
Province on Mar. 6,1992. Holotype is deposited in the Institute of Parasitic Diseases, Hubei
Academy of Medical Sciences.





