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The Yunnan snub-nosed monkey ( Rhinopithecus bieti) , isone of the most endangered animal species endemic
to China. The monkey is definitely asociated with fir forest. Most monkey groupslive at eevationsof 3800
4300 m, and they sometimes can go up to afew hundred meters above tree line (4700 m at.) and cross wide
apine meadow or heath patcheson top of snow mountain, 2 that the peciesis the nornr human primate ecies
that wasfound at highest devations. Its mainfood isthe lichen (Bryoria nepalensis) , an epiphyte on fir and
other apine trees, and 91 % of itsfeeding time is Lent on the lichen. Its home range may be over 100 kn?.
After eight years fidd survey, the tota population of the gecies has been estimated to be 1000 1500 indi-
viduals gread in 13 natura groups distributed in one county in Tibet (Mangkang) , and four countiesin Yurr
nan (Degin, Lanping, Weixi , and Lijiang) . All these groups were islated due to fragmentation of its habitat ,
therefore, it isimpossble for the gene exchange among those groups or populations. Although it has been in
thelist of thefirst classprotected animasof Chinafor dmost 20 years, its surviva futureis not gotimigtic. In
fact , its habitat is being lost quickly due to the commercid logging and sharply increased human population in
the area, and itspopulation is being decreased repidly by poachers. Further conservation action on thisprecious
animal (including protect all the natural groupsof the gecies) should be implemented as on aspossble. In
this pgper , conservation statusof each of the naturd groups has been presented and discussed ; a detailed conr
servation congderation for al the natura group of the gecies has been proposed.
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Fg.1 Geogrgphica digtribution of 13 natura groupsof Yunan snub-nosed Monkey and group size estimated

(m) -

Ste Longitude & Letitude Group Sze  Altitude Survey Dat
1 (Xiaochangdu) 29°20 N, 98°37 E > 200 3800 4300 1988- 10, 1992- 10
2 (Milaka) 29°06' N , 98°45 E <150 3700 4200 1991.-5, 1992- 10
3 (Bamei) 28°54 N, 98°46 E <50 3700 4300 1987- 10
4 (Adong) 28°43 N, 98°55 E <50 3600 4200 1991-7
5 (Wuyapuya) 28°29 N, 99°06 E > 200 3500 4400 1990- 11, 1992-5 1994-7
6 (Yiyong) 28°20 N, 99°07 E <50 3400 4200 1990- 10
7 (Cikatong) 28°02 N, 99°03 E <150 3200 4100 1991-6, 1993- 8
8 ( Guomorong) 27°40 N, 99°15 E > 200 3300 4000 1987-11, 1991- 8, 1993- 8
9 (Jingchang) 26°52 N, 99°34' E <150 3300 4000 1989-3 6
10 (Heishan) 26°42 N, 99°19 E <50 3100 3600 1990- 12, 1993- 10
11 (Dapingz) 26°40 N, 99°41' E <50 3200 3900 1989 -8, 1993-10
12 (Neidaging) (26°26 N, 99°21' E <100 3000 3400 1992- 4, 1993- 10
13 (Longma) 26°14 N, 915 E <100 3000 3500 1988-5 6
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