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Fig 3 Plan of piglet pen used in the experment
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Effect of the warm-bed on the lying behaviour of the

weaned piglet in winter
ZhouDaolei, LiBaoming , Shi Zhengxiang, Chen Gang, LiLuqin
(College o Hydraulic and Civil Engineering, ChinaA gricultural U niversity, B eijing 100083, China)

Abstract: A newv type of local heating equipment——thew am-bed w as applied in thew eaned piglet house In order to evaluate this
equipment, the relationship anong the number of thew eaned piglets lying in thew am-bed, the piglets ages and the indoor aerial
temperaturew as discussed The lying behaviour of thew eaned pigletsw as observed and recorded at 8 00, 14: 00, 20: 00 and 24: 00
everyday during the experment The indoor and outdoor air tenperaturesw eremeasured every 5min The results show ed thatw hen
the average indoor temperaturewas 13 0 , the average air temperatures inside thew am-bed w ith curtain and w ithout curtainw ere
28 6 and 17 9 regectively. W hen the indoor air tenperaturew as lower than @ 9  and thew eaned pigletsw ere less 48-day-old,
more than 98 9% piglets chose thew am-bed w ith curtain to lie W ith the grow th of piglets, the proportion of thew eaned piglets
lying in thew am-bedw ith curtain decreased from 98 9% 83 3% to 35 6% 54 1%; theproportion of thew eaned piglets lying in
w am -bed w ithout curtain increased from 15 3% to 41 1%.
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