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Reevaluation of Mass Media in the Glasnost of the Soviet Union
HOU Lijun
(School of Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084, China)

Abstract: The “Glasnost” reform, which was initiated by the last Soviet General
Secretary Gorbachev during 1985-1991, had close relations with the breakup of the Soviet
Union. Also the “Glasnost” reform and the transform of mass media had their rationality
and necessity, but Gorbachev’ s false understanding of reform and the deviation in policy
implementation resulted in the qualitative change of the original policy. In addition, after
Gorbachev’ s letting go of the pace of the reform, the reform ultimately exceeded his
rational expectation and created a spillover effect.
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