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Central vs Peripheral: Spread and Changes of Han Civilisation As Seen in Cave-Tomb
Reliefs of Mahao
Huo Wei
(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu,610064)

Abstract:The cave reliefs of Mahao in Leshan City, Sichuan Province have been world-famous for
containing an early image of Buddha.Yet little attention has been given to the co-existent stone
reliefs sharing the tomb cave and the cultural significance thereof.

Starting in the Qin and Han Dynasties (221 BC — AD 220), the ancient Ba and Shu civilisations in
what is Sichuan today gradually merged into the Chinese civilisation, of which the Han civilisation
is the main body.On the one hand, the Han civilisation exerted a strong influence on its south-
western counterparts, as is revealed by the stone reliefs in the tomb cave.On the other hand, the
south-western region was apparently assimilating into the Chinese civilisation while concurrently
absorbing elements of even farther civilisations (e.g., those in Central and South Asia).




The early image of Buddha appeared against a wide cultural background.The ““peripheral””

civilisations evolved with various mutations, which were then fed back into the ““central””
civilisation, thus creating a situation of interactions between the two parties.It is such
interactions that made the Chinese civilisation as a whole change, evolve, and advance ceaselessly.
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