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Abstract: Animal studies explore the ethical identity of animals and critique the 
anthropocentrism in the human/animal binary thinking of Western culture. It unearths the 
collaboration between speciesism and racism, classism, and sexism and reveals the 
exploitative nature in the literary and cultural representation of animals. The goal of animal 
studies is to promote a redefinition of the human identity in the ecological community and 
achieve a historical reconciliation of humans and non-human animals. Furthermore, animal 
studies provide a new perspective and critical discourse for the interpretation of animal images 
in literature. Efforts are made to restore their identity as subjects of life rather than as merely 
symbols and metaphors.
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