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The sharp decline in Ireland's economic performance in recent years has - NASAADS
coincided with a recent fall in asylum applications. Simultaneously countries Bookmarkwhat s this?)
such as Switzerland are seeing increases in asylum numbers with evidence for -
Ny . e seeing i masylm i i eve B¢ < RR0LM0EE
greater numbers of Nigerian applicants, a group that have for some time been e

the largest nationality group applying in Ireland. A possible reason for this

shift in asylum seeker preference is the general economic conditions here
versus those in other European countries. In this paper we investigate whether
this belief holds water. We model asylum applications as a function of GDP
using a time varying parameter multiplicative growth model. Our results show
there is an economic basis for asylum seeker preferences. We further show
there is no regional basis for asylum seekers' expectation of a more
favourable claim in the 'developed box' in central Europe as compared to
countries on the so-called ‘periphery'.
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